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1987 Collected by Deb Kornfeld
RANDI CAIRNS My third-born starts
Kindergarten which leaves one lone
munchkin yet unschooled. That means
we now have teens, tweens and toddlers
simultaneously. AGGGHHH. | am work-
ing freelance from home, attending grad
school full-time and will have a Masters in
Human Services specializing in Nonprofit
Management as of the end of the year. |
am anxiously awaiting the safe return of
my hubby from Afghanistan. | am also
starting my own nonprofit (Home Front
Hearts) supporting military families (which
the Bronfman Alumni Venture Fund has
generously supported). I'm seeking will-
ing volunteers to offer services, expertise,
etc. in terms of building the organization
(www.homefronthearts.org).

MICHAEL COLSON In December 2007

| left Geneva, Switzerland, after living
there for 10 years to move to Washing-
ton, DC where | took the job as Director
of Israel Programs for the Charles and
Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation.
My grant making portfolio includes
funding for the study of modern Israel

at universities across the United States;
developing creative, engaging, and ef-
fective ways to teach about Israel in K-12
formal and informal educational institu-
tions; and funding for high school and
university Israel advocacy programs. And
personally, | am, as | write this email, on
my way to Israel where next week I'll be
marrying a wonderful girl from Herzliya.

REBA CONNELL has been immersed

in the study of mindfulness medita-
tion. She enjoys practicing yoga and is
currently doing a teacher training for
Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction. In
her business, Center for Stress Reduc-
tion, www.centerforstressreduction.com,
she does psychotherapy with couples,
individuals, and teens, and stress reduc-
tion workshops in the workplace. She is
also studying to be a certified Gottman
Method Couples therapist with John
and Julie Gottman, who as it happens
are religious Jews. She loves finding and
teaching gems from Jewish tradition
related to healing. She helps to lead a
Reconstructionist Havurah, Or Zarua,
where she chants torah in Hebrew and
translates into English from a present
moment psycho-spiritual perspec-

tive. She is open to a shiddach with a
wonderful woman...especially now that
gay marriage is legal in California. She
has also been writing liturgy since she
was on Bronfman. She recently had the
kavod (honor) of re-writing the Sheva
B'rachot (7 blessings) in both English
and Hebrew for her friends’ lesbian
wedding. She chanted the blessings

in Hebrew while others shared them in
English. The couple was legally married
in California as well as welcomed by our
Jewish community.

ADAM DAVIDSON | married the lovely
Jen Banbury in November, 2007. I'm still
a global economics correspondent at

NPR, which | continue to like a lot. I'm
heading up a team that will try to make
the global economy more interesting for
non-business audiences.

JENNIFER GERSTEL | just had a new
baby, Madeleine, at the end of July. She
joins our two year old, Alexandra. My
husband and | live in Natick, MA and |
am on the faculty at Lasell College, a
small college in Newton, MA. A very bor-
ing but rewarding suburban existence!

DANIEL HANDLER I'm in San Francisco
with my charming wife Lisa Brown. |
have been travelling thither and yon,
performing a piece for narrator and
orchestra (not unlike Peter and the Wolf)
entitled The Composer Is Dead, which |
wrote in collaboration with a com-
poser, and | am at work on my fourth
novel for adults. My wife, an illustrator,
published her second picture book this
year, entitled Sometimes You Get What
You Want, and last year we published
our first book together, The Latke Who
Couldn’t Stop Screaming. Our other
collaboration, our son Otto, will turn
five in October. His interest in trains can
generously be described as maniacal.

DAN JACOBSON We have now been
in Israel for 3 years, and living in our
newly built home in the Judean hills for
one year. Our kids are happy, adjusted,
speaking Hebrew fluently and speaking
English perfectly with a drip of an Israeli
accent (what can you do...). We are just
wrapping up a mildly relaxing summer
of doing psychology work (and hanging
out with the kids during the month of
August which is dead here). Dassi and |
are both busy with our psych. practices,
and I'm enjoying and fulfilled by my
rabbi/psychologist work in a “gap-year”
yeshiva program for American guys in
Jerusalem. Our yeshiva is in...the Gold-
stein youth village! Life in Israel is hectic,
sometimes frustrating, daily grindish like
everywhere, and also a tremendous gift
and inspiration. We have the good for-
tune to live in one of the highest places
in Israel (Neve Daniel in Gush Etzion,
just south of Jerusalem), where we see
Jerusalem to the north, Jordan (Moav
mountains) to the east, the outskirts of
Hebron to the south, and the Mediter-
ranean to the west. It's beautiful. Always
happy for any Bronfmanim past or pres-
ent, Israeli or American who would be
interested in joining us for a shabbat.

SHEILA ELANA JELEN | am living in
Silver Spring, Maryland with my husband
Seth and my three children, Malka (10),
Nava (7) and Akiva (2). | teach English
and Judaic Studies at the University of
Maryland, College Park, and just got
tenure in May. | am currently thinking

a lot about the way literature that was
written in the pre-Holocaust period is
read ethnographically (and not as litera-
ture) in the post-Holocaust period, and
| am hoping to write about it in my next
book. | feel blessed to be able to read

and teach and write for a living, and
now that | have job security, | am taking
a breath and enjoying my children even
more then | was before (if that is possi-
ble). Last summer | traveled to Israel as a
Bronfman faculty member and enjoyed
working with Shimon immensely. | even
got to spend some time in the last few
days of the trip with Avi (who is a Silver
Spring neighbor, although | never see
him here). Shanah Tovah to everyone!

DEB KORNFELD | was a Judaic director
this summer at camp chi in Wisconsin. It
was fun to be at summer camp with my
kids. My daughter chava is 9 and she had
a blast as a camper in a bunk all summer
and my son Elie who is 4 was with me
and ran all over camp. It is also very nice
to be back home in Colorado where |
have lived for 18 years! My independent
outreach nonprofit for interfaith and
Jewish unaffiliated families is doing
great. The need is huge in Boulder and
Colorado for meaningful Jewish educa-
tion and experiences. Anyway | am still
running mountains, teaching spinning
classes, and biking with my kids.

SARAH LARSON Rob and | are busy
juggling school, career and family like
everyone else. At 46, Rob courageously
decided to get off the corporate
treadmill and pursue a PhD. It has been
wild to have a student in the house - an
adjustment but also really great to have
him home more. Aidan (5) is going to
Gan llan this year - a Jewish kindergar-
ten in Lafayette with a wopping 6 kids!
He had a blast learning new sports

and spending time with friends this
summer. He's super physical but gets
his emotional insight and intuitiveness
from his dad. Julia (2) starts at Temple
Sinai's Preschool this year so we'll be
doing a lot of schlepping to schools.
She's a real hoot - very dramatic, artistic,
and independent. I'm still consulting

in organizational development and

have been busy working at Dreyer’s Ice
Cream (yum) and Levi's this last year. I've
taken on 3 “employees” so its been fun
to have partners to collaborate with in
my business. All three are dynamic Jew-
ish women - go figure. With all my free
time (hah) I've been enjoying all types of
movement and fitness experiences like
Kinesis, spinning, hip hop, etc. We're
still loving Oakland and the “Nor Cal”
experience - i.e. being close to Tahoe,
beaches, culture, etc. Open invitation
to folks who are passing through or live
nearby. We do a hippie/dippy/interfaithy
shabbat so come on by.

HALLIE LOEB lt's finally my turn to
shriek, “I'm engaged!” Other than

the groom’s name, Mark Neuman of
St. Louis, MO, no details to report.
Mark and | have been together for 3+
years, and have known each other even
longer. Mark and a very close cousin of
mine met at Aish in Jerusalem (though
now rehabilitated), were roommates in
Chicago, and g-w, will be cousins very

soon. Mark and | are living in St. Louis,
coddling my senile, senior dog and
having lots of fun with his 4 year old
dog. I'm working in conferences and
meetings for a national trade associa-
tion and Mark is an IT specialist with a
consulting firm.

BEN LOWENSTEIN We are here in
Southern Maine. | am working as a
Cardiologist between two hospitals.

| am both the Director of The Heart
Failure Program for York Hospital and
Director of Non-Invasive Cardiology

at Portsmouth Regional Hospital. | am
staying busy at work and home with

my wife Beth and my children, Ariella
(7), Annabelle (5) and Sam (2). We have
enjoyed life on the ocean this summer
trying to catch fish bigger than the kids.
In addition, | am trying to be a good
example to my patients and trained for
my first sprint duathlon/triathlon. We
hope to see people soon, and if you are
ever in Maine - give a buzz!

LAUREN ROTH | am a psychotherapist
in private practice in Lakewood, New
Jersey, where | live with my husband and
my 5 and 1/2 children! Yes, we are ex-
pecting our sixth child in November, Gd
willing! I homeschool my 10th and 8th
grade sons for the secular studies por-
tion of their day. The rest of their day,
they are in yeshivas here in Lakewood.

I speak in many different venues all

over the United States, about marriage,
parenting, healthful eating, and various
Torah topics, and | love the travel and
truly enjoy meeting people from all
different walks of life. After working on it
for seven years, | finally finished a novel,
about the destructiveness of war and
hatred, and the healing power of love.
I'll start looking for agents and publish-
ers after the baby is born. My husband
is a retinal surgeon and a Professor of
Medicine at Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School. Last but not least, | very
much enjoyed seeing everyone from ‘87
at the 20th reunion!

1988 Collected by Ella Shteingart
LAURA ALPERSON recently moved to
Albany NY with her husband, Boaz and
two children, Yoav and Matan. Prior to
the birth of her sons, Laura practiced
labor and employment litigation in
Portaland Oregon. After staying home
for a few years, Laura recently started

a job at the Albany Law School’s Office
of Institutional Advancement as an
Advancement Officer. It's a wonderful
place to work and a lot more positive
than litigation! RONDA ANGEL ARK-
ING currently lives in Baltimore and
works as a freelance writer and editor
for various educational and academic
publishers. She has three sons (Andrew,
9; Jonathan, 7; and Jeremy, 21 months),
who keep her VERY busy! Ronda'’s been
involved in founding a new synagogue
in Baltimore, Netivot Shalom, which
espouses a liberal Orthodox philosophy,
and she’s also involved in the Jewish
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Orthodox Feminist Alliance. She is com-
pleting a Master’s degree in Bible from
Baltimore Hebrew University.

ROBYN FARBER lives in Irvine Califor-
nia with her husband, Marc Kirshbaum,
and two amazing daughters: Zofia (5)
and Temma (2). Robyn is calling on all
Bronfmanim who have any expertise in
education or fundraising. She is trying
to get a “Jewish Montessori Pre-School
off the ground”. If anyone is interested
in this project please contact Robyn.
MAYA FISCHHOFF works at Michigan
State University, and reports to be
dating someone very nice named Ziad.
She loves the Midwest and encourages
everyone to consider moving to Michi-
gan where “there’s a kind of beauty in
flatness and people are very friendly.” In
her spare time she goes for long walks,
volunteers at a homeless shelter, hectors
her brothers and bakes unleavened
bread.

AARON HENDELMAN just moved to
Seattle with his wife and three children:
Tess, Noah and Ella (!!!)! The Hendel-
man family splits vacation time between
France, where Aaron’s wife is from, and
Texas, where Aaron’s family still lives.
Aaron continues to work as an intellectual
property lawyer for a large technology-
focused law firm. JEREMY HOCK-
ENSTEIN and his wife, Rabbi Joanna
Samuels, have a newborn son Natan.
The family along with big sister Orli
who is now 2.5 years old live in NYC.
On the work front, Jeremy is now work-
ing full-time as CEO of the non-profit
company Digital Divide Data, which he
founded. DDD now employs 500 people
in Cambodia and Laos. ARl KELMAN
has settled in Berkeley California. He
teaches popular culture and the media
in the American Studies Department at
UC Davis. Though Ari has been studying
and writing about contemporary Jewish
culture, his latest research involves
contemporary Christian worship music.
Look out for his books on the subject
coming out soon. AYELET KUPER lives
in Toronto with her husband Andrew.
Ayelet is physician at Sunnybrook Health
Sciences Centre. She is also a medical
educator and an Assistant Professor at
the University of Toronto, where her
research focuses on the historical devel-
opment of legitimate knowledge within
medical education research.

MICHELLE LYNN-SACHS is a proud
mother of a 9 month old daughter,
Phoebe. She is currently an assistant
professor of Jewish education at the
Jewish Theological Seminary and lives in
Brooklyn NY. JOE MENASHE

and his wife Deborah Musher and
children Molly 3 and Gabriel 1 live in
Dallas, TX. He is working as a rabbi at
Congregation Shearith Israel.

DAVID SELIGMAN Congratulations to
David Seligman who is getting married
on Oct 4. David admits that his fiancée
Betsy, a former social worker and current
yoga instructor, has gotten David to be
“involuntarily healthier”. David is still

a restructuring lawyer in Chicago at

BRONFMAN 2008

Kirkland and Ellis. ELLA SHTEINGART
(NADELSON) is mother of three. Her
oldest son just started middle school
this year (impossible to believe!) and the
baby just turned 8 months. Ella works as
a program officer at a private foundation
in NYC where she manages scholarship
programs enabling underprivileged
women to attain higher education.
TANYA SCHLAM recently completed
her PhD in clinical psychology from
Rutgers and started a research post-doc
at the Center for Tobacco Research

and Intervention in the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine and
Public Health. She lives in Madison, WI
with her husband Jordan Ellenberg who
is a math professor at the University

of Wisconsin and their 3-year-old son
Caleb. JONATHAN TEPPERMAN lives
in NYC and is the assistant managing
editor at Newsweek International. Jona-
than is responsible for the Asia, Middle
East and Africa coverage. JOSHUA
WALLACH and his wife are still happily
living in Brooklyn and are totally thrilled
to be expecting their first child in Janu-
ary. Josh currently works in the Mayor's
office on Lower Manhattan redevelop-
ment, which includes the World Trade
Center site and the neighborhoods
around it. ADAM ZAMBILOWICZ will
be soon moving into a house in the
woods in a small town in British Colum-
bia with his wife and 2 children, Sam
and Sophie. Adam works as a podiatrist
and is also conducting research through
a grant from Pfizer. He splits his practice
between Sechelt and small isolated,
coastal communities.

1989 Collected by Amir Karger
AMIR BAR-LEV | was married on

July 4th. My wife, Jennifer Bleyer, is

a journalist. | am a filmmaker living in
Brooklyn. My last documentary, “My Kid
Could Paint That”, was released in the
fall of 2007. | am currently working on a
film about a football player turned Army
ranger Pat Tillman.

DAVID BERNS | am currently living in

Cairo, Egypt where | work as a political
officer at the U.S. Embassy. Cairo is an
interesting place, if a bit hectic.

STEVE BIRNHOLZ After a decade in
Florida state government, | am currently
the Research & Issues Director for the
Florida Council of 100, a group of

top Florida CEOs, which advises state
policymakers on a wide variety of public
policy issues.

JENNY BRENNER | am a licensed
Toenet Beit Din (the equivalent of a
divorce lawyer in the religious court in
Israel). For the past six years I've been
home with my kids building with legos,
riding scooters, and doing math home-
work. To keep my mind and body from
complete atrophy I've been learning Daf
Yomi (one page of Talmud a day) and
riding my bike (anywhere from 15-30
km) a few days a week. There's nothing

like the Judaean Hills for a good work
out!

CHARLIE BUCKHOLTZ | am a rabbi

in the East Village. Not the bad kind

of rabbi, though. The good kind. | just
coauthored a book, you should read

it! It's a good book. I, for one, enjoyed
it thoroughly. (http://www.inheavenev-
erythingisfine.com/Book.html) Also, I'm
engaged to be married.

MARISA (DOLINSKY) CAHALL

After receiving a Ph.D. in Clinical Psy-
chology, | am now serving as an Adjunct
Professor and enjoying being a mother
to Andrew (6-1/2) and Claire (3-1/2).

JESSICA (CZARLINSKY) GREGG We
welcomed Sasha Anna five weeks ago
(Aug 3). Big sister Zoe age 4 is a huge
help and handful at the same time.
Charleston, SC is beautiful and definitely
the South.

JON DUKE To flaunt my lack of regard
for financial stability, | recently left

my high-paying doctor job in Atlanta

to become a lowly fellow in Medical
Informatics at the Regenstrief Institute

in Indianapolis. | am spending most

of my days dreaming up crazy uses of
technology in the health care setting. I'll
be doing a degree in Human-Computer
Interaction along the way to keep things
interesting. Hadn't spent much time in
the Midwest before, but we are enjoying
the pace and the wonderful people.

ABIGAIL (HEITLER) HIRSCH We are
living on my Grandmother's 15 acre farm
which is now in the middle of the city. |
love babies, but I'm delighted to realize
that the post-diaper era has its own
wonderful surprises - like family trips
that are actually fun! | have somewhat
accidentally landed a 2.75M 5-year
federal grant to make online marriage
educational materials. So, with 2 broth-
ers and a kid | used to babysit (Daniel
Berson, Bronfman ‘98) we've launched a
web-training company. It's been a blast
finding myself as CEO of a start-up that
basically has 5 years of no-strings angel
funding. www.poweroftwo.org gives a
mini-taste.

DANA (HERDOON) RAUCHER | am
spending most of my time with my
husband, Yossi, chasing after our one
and a half year old son Eitan. We all live
in NYC.

AMIR KARGER By day, | help biologists
use computers in their research. By
night, I've taken up songwriting. Cur-
rently co-writing a Purim “Popsical”. In
my spare time, I'm trying to figure out
what ‘Modern Orthodox’ means.

IDIT KLEIN After fulfilling my child-
hood dream and making aliyah at 21,

| followed in my parents’ footsteps
and came back to the States for ‘a few
months.” Well, 11 years later here | still

am. Executive Director of Keshet, a
non-profit that works for gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender inclusion in
Jewish life.

MICHAEL KUMIN | have been in
Boston for over six years, working for
a local private equity firm. We've got
a great 15-month old boy, Noah and
are expecting another boy due in mid-
November.

RACHEL (LEBOWITZ) COHEN | am
part-time policy consulting and volun-
teering. | joined an “open Orthodox”
synagogue - while the services are con-
ducted in the Orthodox tradition, there
is a big range in the level of observance
of the congregants (and the shul tries
to meet the educational and spiritual
needs of all of its members). | partici-
pated in the Behrend Institute, “which
provides monthly seminars to help local
community lay leaders work on skills to
help them better serve our community”.
The Behrend Institute reminded me so
much of my summer on the Bronfman
program; it brought together Jews from
all branches of Judaism to share per-
spectives and help inform each other’s
way of thinking about Jewish communal
service. Like on the Bronfman program,
it was so nice to meet interesting people
who never stop thinking.

ELIZABETH PLOTKIN SIMMONS

| have been living in West Hartford, CT
and enjoying life in the suburbs. | work
part-time at the University of Connecti-
cut as an ophthalmologist specializing in
medical retina. | am pregnant and due in
the beginning of November.

SHAWN RUBY We just passed our 8th
aliyah anniversary. | am building the
Zionist dream by helping my customers
turn the desert into microchips. | am
very involved in local community and
Kadima party politics.

SCOTT SAVITZ | have been analyzing
chemical, biological, and radiological
defense (along with mine counter-
measures and other areas) for the U.S.
Navy. Immediately after 9/11, | went to
Bahrain to support Navy forces in the
Persian Gulf. My career has just taken
an exciting turn; I've been lured away to
support the Department of Homeland
Security. Recently, | discovered the love
of my life, and we expect to get married
in the next year.

Renee Stein | live in Decatur Georgia
with husband Gregg Shapiro, son Sam
(born August 2007), and two cats Oliver
& Theo. | continue to work as staff
conservator of the Michael C. Carlos
Museum at Emory University where | am
also an adjunct lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Art History.

ANGELA WARNICK BUCHDAHL

| am the Senior Cantor of Central Syna-
gogue, in Manhattan. | just returned
from Israel where | led a family trip from



Central, bringing my children to Israel
for the first time. | passed by the Gold-
stein Youth Village and thought of our
great summer of ‘89, which still to this
day, was the most influential summer
of my life.

MIKAEL WOLFE | will finally complete
my dissertation in Latin American
History at the University of Chicago
this year. | am also hoping to land a
tenure-track job this year (any advice
is appreciated from those who have
one). When | teach college students
these days about the 1980s before
most of them were born, | can say |
was around and remember the first
Intifada, the fall of the Berlin Wall, Rea-
gan/Bush |, the USSR...scary thought.

1990 Collected by Diana Bloom
DIANA BLOOM | am living in Tampa
Florida with my husband Aaron and
our 4 1/2 year old twins Eliana and
Gil. I have been working as a trainer
and public relations ambassador for
Weight Watchers International for
the past 10 years as well as traveling
around the United States training
corporate executives in the skills and
processes that will increase pro-
ductivity and accountability in their
companies.

JONATHAN BRESMAN | am living

in Park Slope these days with my
girlfriend, Nellie Zupancic (in the same
building as Elissa Gootman!). By day
I'm a senior editor at MAD Magazine
and by night I'm a grad student at
Teachers College, Columbia University.
| keep up with the Fellowship by being
on the Alumni Advisory Board (no joke
- even though as of this writing, my
photo and bio aren‘t up on the web-
site, it's true!l) and it never fails to freak
me out that there are Fellows who
weren't born yet when | went on BYFI
back in 1990. Anyway, come visit me
at MAD sometime. | get tons of free
toys and comic books here and can’t
give them away fast enough.

RICK BRODY | had a very busy sum-
mer. In May, me, my wife -- Rachel
Kobrin -- and 4-year-old daughter Noa
welcomed baby boy Adin Baruch into
the family. | filmed as a contestant on
“Are You Smarter Than a 5th-Grader”
(they were looking for a rabbi!) -- air
date still undetermined. Rachel passed
her Talmud exam that places her on
track for being ordained as a rabbi
next May. And then | began a new
full-time job at the Jewish Federation
of Greater Los Angeles, overseeing
young adult initiatives with a special
focus on programs for LA alumni of
Birthright Israel programs. | continue
to serve part-time as the rabbi of
Temple Ami Shalom and am also
teaching for the Florence Melton Adult
Mini-School. I'm working on finding
time to breathe.

SUSAN WOLF DITKOFF lives in
Brookline, MA with her husband
Joseph and two children, Anya and
Zachary. Susan works at the Bridges-
pan Group, a nonprofit professional
services firm affiliated with Bain & Co.
that helps organizations increase their
social impact. She focuses on strategic
planning and leadership issues for
foundations and education nonprofits.
She was also elected to Brookline
School Committee (also known as

the school board) in May. Joseph is
Deputy Legal Counsel and ADA at the
Suffolk County DA's office in Boston.
Anya enjoys attending nursery school
at Kehillath Israel, where Joseph is a
board member, and Zachary enjoys
chasing after Anya.

YOSSI “JOE” FENDEL | am living

in Berkeley, CA with my wife, Tamar,
and two children, Shoshana is five and
Avri is two. I'm working in Securities
Lending Research at Barclays Global
Investors, and I'm currently serving as
President of the Board of Directors for
Midrasha in Berkeley, a community
Jewish high school program which
has produced many Bronfman Fel-
lows over the years, including myself,
Megan Lewis, and Lisa Inman!

SEMA BANK GOLDSTEIN Our first
girl (after 3 wonderful boys) Atara
Rachel was born 5 months ago. | am
still practicing OB/GYN in Englewood
NJ, but have recently changed prac-
tices. My husband, Asher Goldstein,
has opened a 3rd pain management
practice location in Paramus NJ (in
addition to those in NYC and Teaneck,
NJ). Wishing | could attend more
Bronfman events...

MICHAH GOTTLIEB Our second
daughter Jordanna was born at the
end of June, joining her older sister
Gabriella who turned 2 in August. I'm
starting my third year of teaching Jew-
ish thought at NYU.

AVI HELLER We have 3 children and
are living in Brookline, MA. | am the
Director of Jewish Education at the
Boston University Hillel and, along
with my wife Shira, am part of the Jew-
ish Learning Initiative on Campus. | am
training for the Philadelphia marathon
in November and starting an audio
podcast that should be available from
iTunes, called the Weekly Dose of To-
rah. If any Bronfmanim want to sign up
for the email version, you can always
reach me at rabbiavi@bu.edu.

JONATHAN KAPLAN | finished my
plastic surgery fellowship at the Cleve-
land Clinic in June of 2007 - 12 years
of school and training after college!
So I'm finally out in the real world. |
moved back to Louisiana and started
up a practice jointly with a hospital

in Baton Rouge. | am also acting as a
Clinical Assistant Professor with the

Divisions of Plastic Surgery for LSU and
Tulane Medical Centers by helping train
their plastic surgery fellows. In my free
time | travel to destinations as close

as New Orleans or as far as New York
and Israel. I'm active with the Federa-
tion, UJC's National Young Leadership
Cabinet and the JDC. | still enjoy water
and snow skiing and running.

RABBI BRETT KRICHIVER is the new
Senior Jewish Educator for UCLA Hillel
in Los Angeles. This pilot program
through International Hillel places
educators on five campuses in North
America to supervise student interns
and provide creative outreach to unaf-
filiated students. Our goal is to expand
the concept of engagement beyond
the walls of Hillel, and | am excited to
be a part of this new initiative.

LEAH MUNDELL | recently relocated
to Flagstaff, Arizona with my husband
David and three-and-a-half-year-

old Madeline and eight-month-old
Gabriel. David has a faculty position in
the physics and astronomy depart-
ment at Northern Arizona University.

| finished my Ph.D. in anthropology
four years ago and since then have
done some teaching at the University
of Arizona and worked as a research
consultant for a community organiza-
tion in Tucson, called the Pima County
Interfaith Council. My dissertation
focused on relationships between
faith-based organizations and public
schools in Philadelphia, so | really
enjoyed working for an organization
much like the one I'd spent so much
time writing about. Hopefully I'll be
able to find similar work in Flagstaff.

KIM VAN NAARDEN-BRAUN

| am still with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention working pri-
marily on the Epidemiology of Autism
and Cerebral Palsy (as well as other
developmental disabilities). Josh just
finished his fellowship in Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry. We moved 3
weeks ago to Westfield, NJ. He is still
on-staff at Montefiore/Albert Einstein,
but is working full-time as a Child,
Adolescent and Adult Psychiatrist at
Morristown Memorial Hospital and has
started a private practice in Summit.
Sophie is now 3 1/2 and Sam is 17
months and they are such fun.

JOSHUA NEUMAN | am married to
Danyelle and we have two girls, Michal
is 4 years old and Eden is 15 months
old. We live in Manhattan and | am still
at the same job I've been at for the
last 7 years. | was with Bear Stearns
Merchant Banking but now that Bear
Stearns was acquired by JP Morgan,
my group is spinning out to be its own
private equity company.

NOAM PIANKO | am living in Seattle
with my wife Rachel Nussbaum (BYFI
'93) and our one-year-old daughter,

Yona. | teach Jewish history at the
University of Washington and research
modern Jewish political thought. Seat-
tle is a wonderful place to live and we
would love to encourage east-coast
oriented fellows to consider visiting/re-
locating to the Pacific Northwest!

JUDITH ROSENBAUM | live in
Boston with my husband, Or Rose,
and our twins, Ma'ayan and Aviv, who
will be two in November. | work as
the Director of Public History at the
Jewish Women’s Archive. In my spare
time (ha ha ha), I'm also in the early
stages of a book project on definitions
of “The Jewish Mother” in the 21st
century, which | hope to finish before
the century’s end. Our lives are filled
with the wonder of toddlerhood, as
well as the challenges of the work/life
continuum.

DANA WEINBERGER | have been liv-
ing in Boulder, CO since August 2007.
I moved here with my partner who
started graduate school at University
of Colorado at Boulder. | am working
for a pharmaceutical consulting com-
pany, enjoying the clean Colorado air,
and doing a lot of biking and hiking.

BETH ZASLOFF The book | co-
authored with Edgar just came
out--Hope, Not Fear: A Path to Jewish
Renaissance. | live in Brooklyn and
have two daughters, Gilana, age four,
and Naomi, sixteen months.

1991 Collected by

Amber Levanon Seligson
Greetings from the BYFI class of 1991!
We have lots of good news to share
from our cohort. Several of us are
living in Israel, including SHIRA REIF-
MAN and YAIR SILVERMAN. Shira
and her family made aliyah a year ago
(July 31, 2007) and are now living in
Yad Binyamin, a community about 40
minutes west of Jerusalem. Shira has
four daughters, Miryam (8 1/2), Hadara
(5 1/2), Tikva, and Chedva (twins, 3
1/2) all of whom are integrating beau-
tifully and, G-d willing, she is expect-
ing to welcome her first Sabra child

in January. Shira’s husband Daniel is
teaching at two Midrashot in Jerusa-
lem and Shira is working for a small UK
based consulting firm called Secure
Prospects that provides PR, marketing,
fund raising and management consult-
ing to non-profits in Israel. Yair and his
wife Ilana have been blessed with a
gorgeous and sweet baby girl named
Ashira Toda, born on March 3, 2008.
Big sister Hadar (4) and brother Adin
(2) are loving her with great intensity.
Two years into their Israel move they
are still savoring the joys of Zichron
Yaackov. In tragic but true Israeli fash-
jon Yair is working at 4 jobs: building

a warm open diverse community in
Zichron, directing the Young Leader’s
Fellowship for YCT, teaching at the
Hesder Yeshiva of Petach Tikva,and
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priming Israeli executives for social
leadership. Also living abroad, MARTA
WEISS is in London with her husband,
Alex Paseau. Since July 2007, she

has been Curator of Photographs at
the Victoria and Albert Museum. She
finished her dissertation on Victorian
photography and received her PhD
from Princeton in June 2008.

In the US, JAKE DORMAN is starting
his second year as a professor of
African American history and American
Studies at the University of Kansas in
Lawrence, which he loves. Contrary
to popular opinion, Eastern Kansas is
not flat, and in fact he rides a bike to
work on top of a steep hill and sees
vistas once seen by pioneers on the
Oregon trail heading West, by John
Brown fighting the forces of slavery,
and by a young Langston Hughes,
who grew up there in his mother’s
hometown. Lawrence is a great col-
lege town like Berkeley or Ann Arbor,
and features lots of microbreweries,
cafes, book stores, record shops, and
live music venues. This summer Jake
used research grants to visit Jamaica,
Memphis, Nashville, New Orleans,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and New
York, as he wrapped up the research
for his first book, to be published

by Oxford University Press, entitled
Chosen People: Black Israelites, Black
Ishmaelites, and Black Orientalism
from Reconstruction to the Renais-
sance. The book traces the develop-
ment of an Orientalist stream of black
alternative religions that includes black
Jews, black Muslims, and Rastafarians,
tracing their rise to images of Islam,
Judaism, and the Orient transmitted
through freemasonry, Christianity,
esoteric faiths, and popular culture
from the circus to film, world’s fairs,
and the Ancient Arabic and Egyptian
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
aka the Shriners. In many ways it was
the Bronfman summer when Jake was
seventeen that set him on the intel-
lectual journey of comparing black and
Jewish nationalisms that led him to
where he is, seventeen years later.

Also in the US, BRETT ABRAHAMS
is a UCLA postdoc. He is enjoying
LA, and even more so now that he
has been married for the past year.
He is looking for faculty positions.
ETAN COHEN welcomed a new son
in March, Maccabee. He joined his
twin sisters Dani and Beverly. Etan
has a movie in theaters now, Tropic
Thunder, and one coming in the fall,
Madagascar 2. JULIE GELLER just
left her day job to focus full time as a
singer/songwriter. New mp3s should
be up at www.juliegeller.com in the
coming months. AMBER LEVANON
SELIGSON is a director in the New
York City Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene, focusing on studies
of incarcerated and homeless popula-
tions. Gadi and their daughters Maya
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and Dalia are looking forward to
Amber having a new baby around Hal-
loween. LEAH OPPENZATO (formerly
Oppenheim) had a baby in December
(Jeremy Angelo Oppenzato). Rabbi
AVI ORLOW s thrilled to join the
Foundation for Jewish Camp. For the
past four years Avi has been the Cam-
pus Rabbi and Assistant Director of St.
Louise Hillel at Washington University.
Avi lives in White Plains with his wife,
Cantor Adina Frydman, and their sons,
Yadid and Yishama. He is very excited
to reconnect with family and friends on
the east coast. JESSICA ZELLNER is
entering her fourth year as an Assistant
District Attorney at the Queens District
Attorney’s Office. After spending one
year prosecuting domestic violence
cases, she was promoted to a felony
trial bureau, where she prosecutes
major felonies - everything from at-
tempted murders, burglaries, assaults,
robberies, and gun possession cases.
She couldn’t be happier with her deci-
sion to leave private practice!

DANIEL SILVERBERG We just bought
a house in DC, which means my family
has delayed our triumphant return to
California by at least five years! | am a
lawyer on the Hill, and my wife, Sarah,
just came out with a Jewish children’s
book titled, “The Bedtime Sh’'ma”.
Check it out on Amazon!

DANA WEINBERG | am married to
Eugene Shuster, and we live on Long
Island with our two children, Michaela
(age 7) and Julian (age 4). | am an
Assistant Professor of Sociology at
Queens College, and my research
areas are healthcare workforce,
management, and organization. | am
up for tenure this year, and | am also
working in the City University of New
York Office of the University Dean for
Health and Human Services as the
Director for Interdisciplinary Research.
| also have a company that conducts
program evaluations.

1992 Collected by

Elijah Dornstreich

Thanks to so many of you for
responding with your updates! For my
part, I'm living in Philly as | have since
college. | have a startup commercial
lending business on the side and | also
work full-time for a mortgage bank
which specializes in government loans.
| was on the founding board of A
Chance to Heal www.achancetoheal.
org, which advocates on behalf of
those with eating disorders, and | am
an early member of The Idea
Coalition, which will bring together
young Jewish and African-American
political and business leaders in
Philadelphia, and will have branches
soon in New York and DC. | live in the
beautiful Fitler Square part of center
city, and | welcome any of you to reach
out to me if you pass through - as
WARREN BRAUNING did recently,

when we got a beer downtown and
caught up, which was excellent!
Starting with Warren, he writes “The
big news in our life is the birth, on
June 2, of our son Isaac Traylor
Braunig, who was brought into the
covenant on his eighth day before
family and friends. Isaac (lke) was born
a healthy 8 Ibs, 11 oz, and has brought
so much joy and love into our lives
that we barely know what to do with it
all. We are slowly settling into the
parental routine and enjoying every
minute of it. Lindsay and | are still
living in San Francisco and working as
attorneys. | had the fascinating
experience of working on my first
criminal defense case this past winter,
handling a judicial bribery case down
in Mississippi. Lindsay is on a lengthy
maternity leave but looking forward to
returning to work next year. Otherwise,
we're just enjoying the California sun
and doing all we can to elect Barack
Obama our next president.” DAVID
ANDORSKY writes that “I am living in
Los Angeles, in my third (and final)
year of my hematology/oncology
fellowship at UCLA. (That's my 6th year
of training since med school - | will be
glad to be done.) | am married to
Joanna Arch, as of March 18, 2007.
We recently completed a backpacking
trip on the last section of the John
Muir Trail in the Sierra Nevada
mountains, ending on the top of Mt
Whitney, the highest peak in the lower
48 states (14,500 feet.)” JEREMY
PERLMAN writes “I'm living out in Los
Angeles now. |'ve become somewhat
of a Californian, having been here for
almost a decade. I'm a pediatrician. |
work and teach in the Neonatal ICU at
Olive View-UCLA hospital. My
girlfriend just started dental school at
USC, so we'll probably be in LA for
another 4 years. After that, who
knows? | spent a month in India last
year travelling and doing medical work
with HIV-infected children, and am
working on setting up my next
international medical venture. I've also
gotten interested in real estate
investing, as a way to make money
apart from my medical work, which I'd
ultimately like to do for free.” GINA
(WARNICK) COLETTI writes “l am
living in Los Angeles with my husband
Paul Coletti (also a violist) and 1 year
old daughter Olivia. Life is returning
somewhat to a resemblance of what it
did before my daughter arrived but it
will never quite be the same -in a
good way of course. My life is being a
mom, violist and wife. | am a freelance
violist so that includes playing for
movie scores, with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic and in chamber music
concerts among other things. My
husband and | are both musicians and
that has allowed us to collectively
teach, perform and travel to many
places all over the world and | am
really grateful we can do that together
as a family. Paul and | have literally

passed Olivia off to each other
backstage when one of us has exited
from playing and the other is about to
perform. Music is a family thing with
us. | also am really involved in music
for young people and run two
programs that are dear to my heart.
One is Junior Chamber Music which
puts talented kids in chamber music
ensembles and gives them access to
top professionals in LA who guide
them. The other project is called
ViolaFest that brings together
hundreds of young violists from all
over the area to experience a day
devoted to all things viola. | also teach
viola privately and really enjoy the one
on one relationship that | am able to
develop with my students. Olivia is a
riot and | just adore being a mom - she
has totally changed my life. Paul and |
just celebrated our 2nd year
anniversary. We had a small wedding
with our families in Tuscany, Italy two
summers ago. All in all, life is
wonderful and full.” SARAH FLICKER
wrote: “I am a professor of environ-
mental studies at York University in
Toronto. | study teen sexual health and
HIV prevention in Canada and South
Africa. | have a cat named Trouble. |
can often be found biking around the
city and visiting interesting restaurants
and galleries...” MICHAEL BROWN
writes: “No marriage and no babies
means not much to report! I'm a
partner at a venture capital firm in
Silicon Valley called Foundation
Capital. Still living in San Francisco just
above Dolores Park. Started a men’s
choral singing group last November
called The Filmore Slims - we're having
our first concert September 20th. | am
serving on the board of a non-profit
called TechSoup that provides
technology equipment, counsel and
community to 80,000 non-profits in
the US and globally. When not at
work, I'm learning to cook. Stop by for
a meal any time all Bronfmanim are
welcome!” ELIOT DOBRIS writes “I've
been living in San Francisco for eleven
years now. For the past couple of
years, I've had my own public relations
practice, representing nonprofits and
health care organizations. Having my
own business has been great. | live
with my boyfriend, Enrique, on one of
San Francisco’s famously steep hills. If
you happen to be at one of San
Francisco’s farmers markets early one
morning and you see a guy who looks
like me, looking for the sweetest
peaches or the freshest greens, come
say “Hi.” JOSH FRAIDSTERN “and his
wife, Andrea Morrell, welcomed
Bernadette Shayna Morrell Fraidstern
into the world on July 4th, 2008. All
are doing well and learning a lot.”
MICHAEL SUGARMAN lives in
Brooklyn and directs commercials.
DANIA (BOURKOFF) MATTHEOS is
“living in Los Angeles with my
husband Peter and my sons George
(8-years-old), Thomas (6-years-old),



Nicholas (4-years-old), and Victor (2-
years-old).” TAMAR GORDON writes:
“My son Elisha is 9 months old and
ready to roll - any second now he will
be walking faster than me. Work-wise,
| am a supervisor in a mental health
clinic in Yonkers, NY, and | have a small
private practice on the UWS. You can
check out my website at www.cbt-
therapy.com if you're interested in
learning more about mental health or
therapy. My husband Josh continues
to work on a PhD in Talmud at JTS,
and to run the Beit Midrash there.”
SARAH (GILLER) NELSON writes
“The last few years have been very
busy. My son, Jack, will be 2 in
December. He is at the point where he
is climbing, and running, and jumping,
and starting to string together words.
Most recently he said, “poo-poo bye-
bye.” I am so proud. When | am not
chasing after him, | am working at
Spertus Museum, a contemporary
Jewish museum in Chicago, where |
have been the assistant curator for the
past two years. In other exciting news,
last October my first book, Designing
the Good Life: Norman M. Giller and
the Development of Miami Modern-
ism, was published by the University
Press of Florida. | wrote the book with
my late grandfather Norman M. Giller.
The project took years to complete,
and along the way | had the pleasure
of getting to know an extraordinary
man in a way | never could have
imagined. Feel free to check out the
press blog: www.designingthegood-
life.blogspot.com.” RENA (DAVIS)
NICKERSON “is Senior Brand
Manager at the Campbell Company of
Canada, managing the Cooking Soup
portfolio (no, none of them are
kosher). She previously held product
management roles at Colgate-
Palmolive and Heinz Canada,
marketing leading household brands.
Rena lives with her husband Yehuda
and their children (Tiferet, 9 and
Gavriel, 4) in Toronto, where she is an
active board member and the
Marketing Chair of her local
synagogue, Ayin L'Tzion.” NAHANNI
ROUS writes that she is “still working
at Just Vision in the capacity of
Education Director, designing
educational resources that draw on the
stories of Israeli and Palestinian peace
builders from our documentary film,
Encounter Point, and Justvision.org,
and working with communities and
educators to implement them. | am
also loving being a family with Ned
our beautiful Shalvah, who is shedding
her babyhood and becoming a little
kid before our eyes. We live in
Washington, DC, where in my spare
time | study textile design at the
Corcoran School and make custom
chuppot. (Check out my website at
www.nahannirous.com.)” Last but not
least, ALIZA THOMPSON writes that
she and her husband are “now living
in Washington, DC. After finishing my

nephrology (kidney) fellowship, | took
a job at the Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research (part of the Food and
Drug Administration). | like the job and
it's nice having more time to spend
with my daughters, Molly and Evelyn.”
DAVID PONET writes, “I received my
PhD from Columbia University in
Political Science in 2006 and am
currently the Head of Research at
Public Insight LP.” Again, great to hear
from everyone from our wonderful
BYFI ‘92 year! Best, Elijah.

1993 Collected by Jessica Radin
Hey Bronfmanim! | was grateful for this
opportunity to hear more about all of
you and exchange an email or two. |
myself am still in NYC with my husband
Simeon who is from England but has
been here for 14 years. | have taught
at Beacon, a public high school, for the
past 8 years but this year | am excited
about taking a year off to take classes,
do some writing, and take care of some
family affairs. | certainly want to go
back to teaching but it is nice to have

a short respite. | hope to see you all
sometime in the near future.

ALLIE ALPEROVITCH | am living

in NYC with my husband, Yuri, and
daughter, Emma. Emma is now four
and attends pre-K at Ramaz. We
recently finished renovating our
apartment and hope to stay put for a
while. Professionally, | am an attorney
at Ropes & Gray. In my “spare” time,
| am a member of the BYFI alumni
advisory board (and encourage other
alumni to get involved). | am also a
board member of Darkhei Noam (an
independent minyan on the Upper
West Side) and of JOFA (Jewish
Orthodox Feminist Alliance).

ROBERT BRYSKIN A lot of things
have happened since we've last seen
each other. | am married and have a
son who is about to turn three. We
relocated to Jacksonville, FL about a
month ago from NC and are trying to
stay dry amidst all the storms. | work
as a pediatric anesthesiologist and am
busy with my new job and learning the
new location.

DAVID BELL | have been working as a
lawyer in NYC, focusing on corporate
law, election law in various states in
advance of the 2008 elections and
refugee law to resettle Iragis who have
become targets in their own country
for assisting the Americans. Work has
been interesting, at times taxing, and
New York always teaches me some-
thing new, but I'm still searching for
what comes next.

KATHERINE ECKSTEIN | live in New
York City and work at The Children’s
Aid Society doing education policy and
advocacy. | see Jessica Radin and David
Bell frequently. | am hopeful about

the upcoming election and incredibly

anxious at the same time. | run when

| can (I'm trying to be more diligent). |
am working on writing projects -- both
poetry and a book project with two
friends about faith, work and love. As |
move further into my 30s feeling more
at peace and alive than ever before.

AVLANA EISENBERG | just moved to
Ann Arbor where I'm pursuing gradu-
ate study in orchestral conducting.

DAN FREEMAN In August | returned
to London from Hong Kong, where |
spent the last year, to take a new job
in investment management. I'm trying
desperately to break my terrible habit
of moving every other year!

DAVID M. GILLERS | am working as

a commercial real estate lawyer in the
Boston office of Goulston & Storrs, Ra-
chel is at the conflict management firm
Insight Partners, and our 16-month
old Yedidya said "I love you" recently.
Granted, it was to his day care friend
Farouz, but we're still pleased. We
continue to actively participate in
“Minyan Tehillah,” a shul we helped
found which was the happy recipient
of a BYFI Alumni Venture Fund grant
several years ago.

JOSH GOODMAN Since May | have
been living in Rio de Janeiro, writing
about politics and economics for
Bloomberg News. | have not taken up
surfing or futevolei (foot-volleyball)
and must be the most sun-deprived
person living in Brazil. All the same, it's
exciting to watch up-close how Brazil
occupies the void left by America’s
declining economic influence in the
world.

ANDY KATZMAN | am living in San
Francisco and recently took a job at
Yahoo as Director of Business Manage-
ment for Corporate Partnerships. |

am also recently engaged to another
Bronfman alum, Sarah Cowan (BYFI
'97). No other big news, though |
guess that counts as pretty big.

YEHUDA KURTZER | have a lot of up-
dates to share; it's been an extremely
eventful year. About 3 weeks ago
Stephanie and | welcomed our second
child into the world, a terrific little

boy who we named Jesse Michael
Ives-Kurtzer. Noah is now 2.5 and is
very delighted to be an older brother.
We're still living in Brookline, and | just
started my new position as a professor
at Brandeis. I'll be teaching courses in
Jewish history and professional leader-
ship, and am writing a book for the
next few years on “Jewish memory."”

| was awarded this position after win-
ning an unusual competition endowed
by Charles Bronfman in search of new
ideas for the Jewish community, and
am extremely excited to actually be
working after years of student-hood.
I’'m hoping to defend my dissertation

in November. Stephanie is now on
maternity leave but continues to love
her work in real estate development
law, specializing in affordable hous-
ing. We spent a wonderful Shabbat
recently with David and Rachel Milner
Gillers who we see regularly in Boston;
actually, David and Stephanie now
work together.

WAYNE JONES For my part, I'm cur-
rently director of operations at Oracle,
the software company, where | have
been for nine years. | live in Arlington,
VA with my partner of fourteen years,
Krista, and our very sweet cat Anna. |
am currently on the Alumni Advisory
Board of BYFI, where | have the role of
Chair for Technology and Communi-
cations. | have also recently taken a
position on the Board of Directors of
the Coalition for the Advancement of
Jewish Education (CAJE).

TALIA MILGROM-ELCOTT This has
been a whirlwind of a few years. In
May of 2007, Aaron Dorfman and

| got married (after a wonderful 15
months of meeting and falling in love).
This past July, we had a baby, Oren
Milgrom-Dorfman, and in August we
came out to San Francisco for five
weeks of babymoon, as our friends
have taken to calling it. We're living in
a cute cottage in the Mission and are
enjoying the good life before heading
back to New York and work in late
September.

RACHEL NUSSBAUM | am still living
in Seattle with Noam Pianko (BYFI ‘90)
and my daughter Yona, who is turning
1 this month. Like almost everyone
else in Seattle, | seem to have caught
start-up fever, and two years ago |
launched a start-up pluralistic Jewish
community called the Kavana Coop-
erative. Things with Kavana are going
really well - it's exciting and gratifying
to be in a position where | can think
creatively about the Jewish future.

HEATHER SOKOLOFF | moved back
to Montreal, my hometown, two years
ago, to give birth to my daughter Talia
Rose Bukhman, after living in Toronto
for six years and working at the Na-
tional Post, a Canadian daily, where |
covered education, family issues and
provincial politics. Jacob William was
born this summer. I've been mostly
doing the mom thing as well as writing
lifestyle features on fun stuff like food
for the Globe and Mail, the other
national Canadian daily. | am loving
being back in French Canada, where
maternity leave is extra-long, daycare
is subsidized and the work day ends
at 4pm.

MIRIAM HELLER STERN | am current-
ly Director of Curriculum and Research
at the American Jewish University's
School of Education. | finished my
Ph.D. in education at Stanford in 2007.
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My husband Jon and | live in L.A. with
our three year-old son Elijah and we
are expecting number two God willing
in December.

MAX (KAYLA) STRASSFELD | live in
San Francisco, where |'ve been the last
ten years, with my partner. Michael
Paley came to our commitment
ceremony and gave an amazing drash
in shul for the ufruf. I'm currently in
the third year of a doctoral program in
Religious Studies at Stanford, studying
the androgynous and tumtum (roughly
corresponding to contemporary trans-
gender and intersex categories) in the
Talmud. Oh, and | go by Max now.

TANYA TRAKHT | live in Manhattan
with my husband David and my two
(almost three) year old son Isaac. | am
a lawyer and presently work at a law
firm called Debevoise & Plimpton on
the Upper East Side.

1994 Collected by Shira Fishman
The Bronfman class of 94 is doing well
professionally and personally. There
were lots of exciting events to report.
A number of the 94 fellows wrote
updates from abroad. MATTI FRIED-
MAN is currently living in Jerusalem
where he is a correspondent for the
Associated Press. Although he mainly
covers local news, he recently had the
opportunity to report from Georgia on
the conflict with Russia. He is married
to Naama and together they chase
around 16 month old identical twins,
Aviv and Michael. JUDY BATALION
lives in London where she is writing
and performing. She recently got
engaged to Jon Lightman. Mazel tov
to Judy and Jon. ILYA FISCHHOFF
sends his regards from Kenya where
he is doing biology fieldwork until
November. He is working on zebra
behavior and conservation. He writes,
“it is nice to be back watching animals
in-person, and not only as numbers
on the computer. | had forgotten how
cute baby warthogs are.” He is disap-
pointed to be voting absentee in the
elections but he gets his election news
from the Kenyans at the field station
who quote him Obama speeches.
After he returns from Kenya, llya will
be living in Hamilton, Ontario (near To-
ronto) and looking for a postdoctoral
fellowship for the next academic year.
Anyone who is in the area is invited to
visit him. Speaking of Toronto, JACOB
(DICKMAN) SADIKMAN wrote in

as well. He and his wife Samara live

in Toronto with their 16 month old
daughter, Yaffa. They are expecting a
second child in late December. Jacob
is still working as an energy lawyer at
the law firm of Osler, where he has
been for the past four years. Now

to the US...Although he lost touch
briefly with BYFI, JED ROHER is back
in the loop. He reports that things

are going well for him. After college
he spent four years as an Audio
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Engineer/Stage Manager/Production
Manager for a touring musical theater
productions and regional arts festival.
This is perhaps unsurprising for the
Bronfman Fellow who was never far
from his guitar. What might be more
surprising is that after that he attended
law school and has settled down in
Madison WI as a tax lawyer. He mar-
ried Nora, an actress he met during
his touring years, and they now have a
“little fireball of a 2 year old” named
Stella. DARA HORN reports that her
family is doing well and growing. She
and husband Brendan Schulman have
two children, Maya, 3, and Ari, 16
months, and they are expecting a third
child in February (Dara requests that

| insert evil-eye discouraging idioms
here). After an 8 year stint in New York
City, they are moving to New Jersey
this winter where “our children will no
longer have to be accompanied by an
adult in order to look at a tree.” Dara
now has three novels, In the Image
(Norton, 2002), The World to Come
(Norton, 2006) and All Other Nights
(Norton, 2009) which will be arriving
this March in bookstores. The third
novel is about Jewish spies during

the American civil war with many
characters based on historical figures.
Dara received her PhD in Hebrew

and Yiddish literature from Harvard in
2006 and although she was teaching
at Sara Lawrence College she tells

us that currently her literary analysis
skills are mainly used for “interpreting
the picaresque adventures of Curious
George.” ARIEL ADESNIK shared with
us the exciting news that he is getting
married next may in Washington DC.
His fiancée Susanna has just begun the
conversion process and amazingly, it
has been a learning process for Ariel
as well. When he isn't studying Torah
in preparation for the conversion, Ariel
spends about 60 hours a week as part
of the McCain ‘08 team. He sports a
McCain ‘08 kippah which had to be
purchased by his mother because

the campaign does not distribute
religious paraphernalia, as far as he
knows. JONATHAN BLUTH lives with
his wife Katherine in New York. They
welcomed their first child, Jackson,

in February and Jon still can’t believe
he is already 6 months old. He says,
“he is the most precious thing we've
ever seen.” When not ogling over
Jackson, Jon is working at Cowen and
Company in health care investment
banking and Katherine, in her “spare”
time, is getting her MBA at NYU. From
Brookline, MA, ITIA SHMIDMAN

Roth writes in to tell us about her two
kids, Emma, 3, and Joshua, 1, who
keep the Roth family very busy. Itia

is still lawyering at Goodwin Proctor
and Menachem, her husband, is still
straightening teeth (as a dentist). Also
in Boston, RACHEL GORDON is living
in Cambridge and working on her
doctorate in American religious history
at Harvard. Her dissertationis about

Post WWII American Judaism. DAVID

NIR just celebrated his second wed-
ding anniversary to Mary Catherine
Nir (nee Campbell) of Cleveland, OH.
The two are living in New York City
and practicing law. Mary is in-house
counsel for a hedge fund and David
does intellectual property litigation at
a large firm. SARA KLEIN EISENBERG
just finished a clerkship with Justice
Stevens on the Supreme Court and
moved to San Francisco where she is
interviewing for jobs. She got married
on September 7th — mazel tov - and

is currently honeymooning in Hawaii
for two glorious weeks before start-
ing work in October or November.
SARA SCHWARTZ CHRISMER, her
husband Noah, and daughter Emma
(age 2) are living out the suburban
dream in Lower Merion, PA. Sara just
completed her doctorate at Harvard's
Graduate School of Education this
past spring. Dr. Schwartz Chrismer is
currently interviewing for part-time
jobs in the field of educational policy,
research, and/or evaluation. Noah is

in his final year of a joint program at
Penn'’s Design School (Masters in City
Planning) and Wharton (MBA). Emma,
who was born in Boston, just began
her first year of part-time pre-school at
the JCC. She enjoys reading, talking,
singing, painting, and generally acting
crazy. After five years in DC, |, SHIRA
MILLER-JACOBS FISHMAN, moved
to Wynnewood, PA this summer where
my husband is a radiology resident at
Albert Einstein Medical Center. | am
finishing my PhD in psychology at the
University of Maryland and writing my
dissertation on social exclusion and
attraction to terrorist organizations (no
field work required). We have a little
girl, Orly, who is five months old and
keeps us smiling all the time. Since
moving to Philly | have been able to
reconnect with Sara as our girls attend
the same pre-school! SARA MEIROW-
ITZ moved to Jerusalem two years ago
(fall of 2006) on a Dorot Fellowship,
leaving behind Cambridge, MA, and
the world of academic publishing.

She is freelance editing, teaching and
studying Jewish texts, and spending

a whole lot of time drinking coffee in
cafes. She would love to see other
BYFI alumni in Israel. Alisa Mall left the
West Coast and the practice of real
estate law and is now am living in New
York working for Tishman Speyer. She's
still doing lots of triathlons and trying
to be outside as much as possible.
Finally, but certainly not least, ITAMAR
MOSES wrote in an update. As
expected, it is too funny to change so
in Itamar’s words, here is his update:

"I am living in Brooklyn, with my six
wives and eighty-five babies. No, wait,
with my zero wives and zero babies.
And I'm writing plays. My new play,
BACK BACK BACK, which is about
steroids in baseball, will be my third
play to appear off-broadway, when it
opens at Manhattan Theatre Club in

November, so | am beginning a cycle
of HGH and Andro to get in shape for
that. And then an evening of my short
plays starts a run at the Flea Theatre,
downtown, in February. Unfortunately,
this will mean neglecting all of my
babies and wives.”

1995

ALYSHEA AUSTERN Things are going
really well here in Brooklyn. The big-
gest news (and the kind that usually
goes into these updates) is that I'm
getting married in November. Dan
and | met in law school and are living
in Cobble Hill. In the “Small World"”
category is the fact that we will be
married by Rabbi Ponet . . . Dan and
David Ponet (Bronfman ‘92 are close
friends from college). Otherwise, I'm
still working as a litigator in the City
and spending my free time in search of
the ideal chocolate chip cookie.

LAUREN CHERNICK | am living with
my husband Aaron Fischman on the
Upper West Side and am in the middle
of my Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Fellowship at Columbia Presbyterian.

COREY DATZ-GREENBERG | am
working as an organizer with UNITE
HERE Local 2, the Hotel workers union
in San Francisco. | was previously with
UNITE HERE Local 19 in San Jose for
4 years. | also volunteer at the Gay
Men'’s Health Collective as a volunteer
medic. | am not married, nor do | have
kids. | do have 2 godchildren and one
nephew who are playing the part for
the time being.

LISA EXLER | just moved to Washing-
ton Heights with my family, Elie and
Maytal (10 months), and would love
to have visitors! I'm still working at
American Jewish World Service in the
education department.

MICHAEL FRAZER | am living in
Somerville, MA. My wife Coral and | are
expecting our first baby any day now.
I'm employed as an Assistant Professor
of Government and Social Studies at
Harvard University. My first book, The
Enlightenment of Sympathy: Justice
and the Moral Sentiments in the Eigh-
teenth Century and Today, is forthcom-
ing from Oxford University Press.

ABRAHAM LEVITAN | am closing in
rapidly on my eight-year anniversary
of being a Chicagoan. Last year, |
founded a music-teaching group,
Piano Power, that operates in the
Chicago suburbs. Meanwhile, my
band, Baby Teeth, is in the process of
swelling to five members (recession?
What recession?). Finally, | will be mar-
rying the love of my life, Lara Marsh, in
the summer of 2009. We have a happy
home life with our two cats, Jason
Priestley and Luke Perry.



ARI LIPMAN I'm living in Columbus,
OH, home of Wendy's, Abercombie

& Fitch, Victoria's Secret, Nationwide
Insurance (life comes at you fast!),
Ohio State University football, a major
league hockey team you have never
heard of, and ground zero for the 2008
presidential election. I'm running a
non-partisan interfaith voter mobiliza-
tion organization (www.faithvoteco-
lumbus.org), and on Friday evenings

| play clarinet at one of the three
Reform synagogues in town. Even
after living and working here for two
years | wouldn't quite yet call myself a
Midwesterner -- my East Coast roots
run a bit too deep -- though for what
it's worth | now drive to any destina-
tion more than two blocks away.

MELISSA MANN | am living in Brazil,
writing lots, cooking lots, and opening
an organic coffee lounge fused with
an antiques shop in an old house from
the 1940's.

NOAM MILGROM-ELCOTT It has
been a big year. | turned thirty, got a
job (assistant professor of modern art
history at Columbia University), almost
completed my doctorate (from Princ-
eton), and am engaged to Julie Ehrlich.

DAVID SALVAY | am currently living in
Chicago and working to finish my Ph.D.
in Chemical & Biological Engineering.
My research focuses on the use of
synthetic polymer-based scaffolds as
platforms for cell transplantation and
gene delivery with a special emphasis
on the role of the extra-cellular micro
environment on mediating transplanted
pancreatic islet cell survival and func-
tion. After defending my dissertation
later this year, I'll return to medical
school and hope to complete my M.D.
by mid-2010, after which | plan to enter
a surgical residency program.

SONYA SCHNEIDER married her
Stanford sweetheart, Stuart Nagae, in
2004. They currently reside in Seattle,
WA.. Sonya worked for four years at IN-
TIMAN Theatre, and has since left to
pursue playwriting full-time. Her play,
WAKE, was produced in April 2008.
She and Stuart are expecing their first
child in October.

MICHELLE STERNTHAL | am currently
living in Somerville, MA. | just finished
my PhD in Public Policy and Sociology
from the University of Michigan and
am starting a post-doc at Harvard
School of Public Health.

1996 Collected by

Mathhew Rascoff

ADAM CHRISTIAN | am now happily
married to John Volturo. We tied the
knot this summer in Los Angeles. |
am currently finishing up my urban
planning program at Harvard and will
be done in June of next year. Here

in Cambridge, | have the pleasure

of seeing Matthew Rascoff ‘96 on a
regular basis.

JIMMY DAVIS After graduating from
college, | lived in Israel for 3 years,
completing smicha at Yeshivat HaMi-
vtar (where R’ Shimon Felix formerly
taught and R’ Avi Weinstein formerly
studied). Since then, | returned to
Cambridge to attend Harvard Medical
School and graduated medical school
this past June. However, the best part
of my post-Bronfman years, by far, has
been meeting Stephanie Goldglantz
while | was a medical student and

she a dental student. We married 2.5
years ago. For now, | am doing my
intern year at Tufts Medical Center,
contemplating if | will head into in-
ternal medicine or surgery. Stephanie
is in her final year of orthodontics
residency. We still live in Cambridge
and welcome all visitors who may be
happening to pass on through.

YONI ENGELHART reports: Talia and |
have moved to Brookline, MA and our
daughter Yakira turns 18 months this
fall. I'm beginning my first year of MBA
at Harvard. | recently joined the BYFI
alumni advisory board on the fundrais-
ing and projects committee.

DAN GREENSPAHN Having gradu-
ated from George Washington Uni-
versity Law School in May, I'm living in
Washington D.C. with my wife, Karen
Berenthal, and started clerking for a
judge on the U.S. Court of Federal
Claims in late August. | recently wrote
an article on a right to an education
and co-wrote another on outsourc-
ing, both published in law journals
and available online at www.ssrn.com.
In early August, Karen and | had the
pleasure of hiking and camping in na-
tional parks in Washington, Montana,
and Wyoming.

ADINA GERVER | left the Skirball Cen-
ter at the end of May to study full-time,
first at Yeshivat Hadar in NYC, and now
at the Pardes kollel in Jerusalem. My
goal for the year is to learn and write-
-two early loves that I've abandoned

in recent years. The professional home
of my writing projects will be www.
adinagerver.com. (By the time you get
this, it may finally be completed.) In
the meantime, | am beginning work as
an American Jewish World Service Lisa
Goldberg Memorial Writers’ Fellow.
You can subscribe to my work and that
of my peers at www.ajws.org/parshah. |
was also very gratified to receive a BYFI
Alumni Venture Fund grant to begin
work on Borei Hoshech, a project fo-
cused on the interface between tefillah
(prayer) and mental health, especially
depression. My aim is to launch this
project as my own, with the goal of
making it collaborative shortly. All in all,
things in my life are very good. | would
love to hang out with any Bronf-folk
who find themselves in Jerusalem.

ARON GOETZL | graduated from law
school in 06 and have been in New
Orleans clerking for two federal judges
since then. | will be getting married in
November. These last two years | have
basically lived the life that Adam Mag-
nus should have lived in his hometown
if he hadn’t abandoned it for greener
pastures in Washington.

SUSANNA GOLDFINGER | live in
Brooklyn and work in advertising which
is not really as glamorous as it looks

in the movies but still a lot of fun. In
my free time | swim with a master's
team, salsa, write short stories, and try
to escape the city--l recently returned
from a hiking trip in the ltalian alps. My
favorite activity of all is bumping into
Bronfmanim, and | am happy to report
this happens fairly often. | am looking
forward to our next gathering...

TALI GRIFFEL | am living outside of
Haifa with my ‘chusband’ Mitch, our
spectacular daughter Shakked, who just
discovered the pleasures of solid food,
and our Canaanite hound Yupa. I'm fin-
ishing my last year of Physical Therapy
at Haifa U right now. We love guests!

ARIEL GROVEMAN WEINER What
can | say? | am busy being a mom
to llan, 3.5 years old, and to Yael, 11
months old. | am still working at The
Samuel Bronfman Foundation and
living in NYC.

MARISA HARFORD | married Russ Ag-
dern, a political and labor organizer, on
September 2, 2007, and we are living
in the Bronx. (BYFI ‘96 was represented
at the wedding by Adina Gerver and
Margie Klein.) After seven years of
teaching and working as a professional
developer for the NYC public schools,

| have accepted a job as the Program
Director for a new teacher preparation
program, the Urban Teacher Residency.
The Urban Teacher Residency aims to
integrate graduate coursework with

a school residency to support the
development of proficient, reflective,
and collegial teachers. If anyone is
interested in becoming a teacher in
NYC (or knows anyone who is), contact
me and | will be excited to describe the
program in more detail.

MARGIE KLEIN Life is good here in
Boston. I'm taking a leave of absence
for the semester from Hebrew College
rabbinical school in order to direct the
Righteous Indignation Project, which is
organizing Jewish communities to voice
social justice and environmental issues
as religious community priorities in the
‘08 election. The project is related to an
anthology | co-edited called Righteous
Indignation: A Jewish Call for Justice
(Jewish Lights). In addition, | am still liv-
ing in the Moishe/Kavod House, which
is the hub of an amazing community of
creative and tikkun olam oriented Jews.

SHEILA NAZARIAN | have been
married to Fardad Mobin, neurosur-
geon, for 3 years tomorrow! | have a
13 month old daughter named Leila
and am pregnant with a baby boy due
Halloween. | have finished general
surgery, and | am taking two years

for craniofacial research at Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles before starting 3
years of plastic surgery at USC. Also, |
am applying to USC's Marshall School
of Business for a Masters in Medical
Management.

SOPHIE OBERFIELD | can say that
after four years teaching, English and
Environmental Studies at the High
School for Environmental Studies (NYC
public school), | have moved to Stuyves-
ant High School (NYC public magnet
school, alma mater of many Bron-
fmanim, the best NYC public school

| did not attend). I'm teaching ninth

and tenth grade English, and I'm very
excited about the move. Also, I'm work-
ing part-time on an MA in Theater at
Hunter College. I'm working on a paper
about two plays that allegorize political
conflicts using romantic relationships,
one of which genders the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict in surprising ways.

MATTHEW RASCOFF | am living

in Boston, where | recently started
my second year at Harvard Business
School. Just this afternoon | had the
pleasure of having lunch with Yoni En-
gelhart, who just started his first year
here. | spend my free time doing let-
terpress printing at the Bow & Arrow
Press in the basement of one of the
undergraduate houses, and helping
to lead the Social Enterprise Club at
HBS. | had a magical July and August,
interning for the Google Book Search
project in Mountain View and living

in the paradise that is San Francisco,
where | spent many lovely hours with
Bronfmanim Sarah Cowan (BYFI '97),
Ruth Kaplan (BYFI '95), Andy Katzman
(BYFI '93), Yaacob Dweck (BYFI '95)
who was visiting from the East Coast,
and others. Please look me up if have
plans to be in the Boston area.

MICHAL SCHARLIN | just moved to
NYC from Jerusalem and am enjoying
being closer to family and friends.
While a little overwhelmed by the city’s
“"muchness”, I'm excited to work in this
psychotherapy metropolis, exploring
endless options for further training.

MIRIAM SHEINBEIN | had a baby in
the end of December, 2007. | gradu-
ated from medical school in May. My
husband (Yaron) and | moved to San
Francisco where | started my residency
in family medicine.

DAN SMOKLER | am living in New
York, working as the Educational
Director for Hillel International’s E3
project. I'm based at NYU. But most
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importantly, | am getting married, Gd
willing, on November 2nd to Erin Leib.

1997 Collected by Zina Miller
I'm proud to report that the ‘97ers

are up to their usual impressive tricks.
Over the past couple of years, we've
had several marriages, three babies
(although, to be fair, those were all in
one family), rabbis ordained, lawyers
admitted to the bar, documentaries
filmed, scandals reported.... Well,
we're a busy bunch. JONATHAN
GRIBETZ is currently living with his
wife Sarit in Princeton, where Sarit is
beginning her second year of a Ph.D.
in religions of late antiquity. Jonathan
continues to write his dissertation,
tentatively titled “Muslims, Christians,
and Jews in the ‘Arab-Zionist’ Encoun-
ter: A Study of Mutual Perceptions in
Late Ottoman Palestine”, and teaches
modern Jewish history for Hebrew
College's Me'ah Program. Jonathan
has just been joined in Princeton by
DAVID WOLKENFELD, his wife Sara,
their son Noam, and new arrivals in
the form of cute twin boys. David was
ordained in June as a rabbi by Yeshivat
Chovevei Torah (YCT), and he and Sara
have begun work as directors of the
Jewish Learning Initiative at Princeton
University, a partnership between the
Orthodox Union, Hillel, and Torah
m'Tzion. And as if we didn't already
know what good taste YCT has in
students, they also boast STEVEN EX-
LER, who will be ordained come June.
Steven says that he had a “wonderful
summer job” teaching at Yeshiva Ha-
dar in Manhattan and is now working
as Associate Rabbi of the Hebrew
Institute of Riverdale—"a wonderful
job in a wonderful community”. In

his spare time, Steven hangs out with
his niece Maytal (daughter of Lisa ‘95
and Elie Kaunfer). A few months ago,
Steven had the pleasure of attending
ELISHEVA GLASS' wedding to Conan
Yuan, which was Elisheva'’s big update
as well, of course. She enjoyed the
sheva brachot organized by BECKY
VOORWINDE, who has joined the
BYFI professional team as Director

of Alumni Engagement. After several
years working for the accounting firm
Ernst & Young in their Corporate
Responsibility group, Becky is enjoy-
ing “getting to know all the BYFI
alums out there and growing in my
understanding of the issues facing the
Jewish community today and what we
can do to make a difference.” Becky
lives in Brooklyn with husband Michael
Voorwinde, a civil engineer working on
the design of the 2nd Avenue Subway
in New York City. Unsurprisingly, it
turns out quite a few other ‘97ers are
in New York these days (what, Jews

in New York?!), including ALISON
HORNSTEIN, who is entering her sec-
ond year as a litigation associate in the
New York office of Simpson, Thacher
& Bartlett. Alison wrote to say she is
"delighted to report that | got married
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in October of 2007" to Andrew Koss
and that “married life has been totally
wonderful so far”. Another longtime
New Yorker (although still boasting
that famed southern charm), ANYA
KAMENETZ, continues to give talks
and make media appearances in
connection with her book Genera-
tion Debt. In addition to covering the
sustainable economy as a staff writer
for Fast Company magazine, Anya
recently celebrated her second wed-
ding anniversary. And lest you think
Anya has cornered our year's market
on journalism, ISAAC DOVERE is

the founding editor of two monthly
political magazines focused on New
York Politics, City Hall and The Capitol.
Isaac lives with his girlfriend Sarah a
cool “seven blocks from the apartment
where | grew up” and has had an
exciting year covering everything from
Hillary and Rudy to “Elliott Spitzer’s
prostitutes, the budget crisis, several
smaller sex scandals, and a couple of
incumbents losing primaries”. He's a
busy man. Finally moving outside New
York, we find more 1997ers scattered
around the country. DONYA KHALILI
graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania Law School and currently
lives in Philadelphia while she works as
a law clerk for the Honorable Thomas
O'Neill of the U.S. District Court of
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
She also serves on the American Con-
stitution Society Board of Directors.
SARAH COWAN, a graduate student
in a PhD program in Demography

and Sociology at UC — Berkeley, lives
in San Francisco and will marry Andy
Katzman (BYFI '93) in May. Sarah tells
us that her program means she “uses
statistics to study how and why popu-
lations change.” She also extended an
invitation to anyone who would like to
come visit her in San Francisco. Also
on the West Coast is DAN MINTZ,
who is doing standup comedy and
writing a pilot for NBC while living in
Los Angeles—although visiting New
York to see his girlfriend. A little farther
afield, TAYLOR KRAUSS is still in
Rwanda working on Voices of Rwanda,
an NGO he founded to record and
preserve testimonies of Rwandan
genocide survivors. He reports that:
“Some might think I’'m marooned in
Rwanda, but when | run into friends
and celebrities on the street it tends
to feel more like Brooklyn than | bar-
gained for. I'm continuing work with
VOR, but to keep myself afloat | pick
up freelance shooting jobs. Some of
the projects I've had a chance to shoot
for recently include pieces for NOW
on franchise hospital clinics in Rwanda,
and women in Rwandan parliament;
covering the horrific stories of sexual
violence in Congo for Eve Ensler's
Vday; and this week’s celebrity visita-
tion to bring attention to (RED)’s work
with The Global Fund. If anyone wants
to visit please let me know, Rwanda
has an open door policy, especially if

you're Chinese. I'm not kidding. They
have plans to start teaching Mandarin
in one of the Universities.” Meantime,
TOVA SERKIN has just marked four
years living in Israel and was married
in March to Yair Yehuda, “an amazingly
kind, smart, funny man”. She is the
executive director of KolDor - a global
network of Jewish leaders and activists
(write to her for more information). She
explains that “When I'm not doing the
‘Peoplehood thing’, | try to find time
to bake, hike, watch bad Israeli reality
TV (only to have something to mock),
and play competitive Scrabble.” Based
in Canada, ELI BATALION has toured
the world as one of the two stars of
the Sable & Batalion performing duo
and just got his MBA. And speaking of
rock stars (metaphorical and literal), for
the last five years, DAN EDINBERG
has toured internationally full-time as
bassist of the indie-rock band Zox.
Zox has finally called it a quits, so

Dan will move to NYC in October to
pursue film/TV/commercial scoring
opportunities and to continue working
as a freelance bass player with groups
in and out of the New York area. As to
your faithful reporter, | (ZINA MILLER)
finally finished my JD/MA, miracu-
lously passed the New York bar, and
promptly fled the country. I've just
returned from a difficult and fascinat-
ing year in Israel/Palestine working as
a Visiting Researcher at the Minerva
Center for Human Rights at Hebrew
University and am now a Visiting
Fellow at the Watson Institute for In-
ternational Studies at Brown University
in Providence, RI. Which just means:
apparently | enjoy visiting places.

1998

ASHER AUEL | am in my 5th and final
year of the Ph.D. program in Math-
ematics at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. I'm applying for post-docs and
other academic jobs for the upcoming
year. | just finished a productive sum-
mer research stay in Manchester and
Bordeaux, and I'm back in Philadelphia.

SARAH D. BELLER After studying
Arabic and traveling in Egypt for two
months this summer, | am starting the
second year of my masters at Ameri-
can University in Washington, DC. My
thesis research is on evaluation and
best practices for arts-based conflict
resolution initiatives. I'm still enjoying
life in DC and trying to get in as much
biking, dancing, and music-making as
possible.

SHELLI FARHADIAN | am in my fifth
year of a combined MD-PhD program
in NYC. My clinical interest is infec-
tious disease, and my research focuses
on insect behavior.

NICK FITCH | am in my second year of
an Art History PhD at Columbia.

ELLIE GETTINGER | am the Educator
of the Jewish Museum Milwaukee,

which opened in April 2008. The
Museum looks at American Jewish his-
tory through the lens of the Milwaukee
community.

SARAH KRAININ | just graduated from
CalArts with an MFA in scenic design,
and am continuing my freelance career
in both New York and L.A. as a set
designer for theater, and production
designer for film. | have also started de-
veloping some large-scale, interactive
sculptures and installations that deal
with space and scale and landscape,
and are based on my previous work in
object theater and puppetry.

EMMA KIPPLEY-OGMAN | have
finished my fourth year of rabbinical
school at Hebrew College in Boston.
Following a summer of truly enrich-
ing hospital chaplaincy work at the
Brigham and Women'’s Hospital, | am
taking a year off from school to work
with Breaking the Silence in Jerusalem
on a social justice fellowship from the
New Israel Fund.

ARI WEISBARD After graduating

from law school at Yale this past May,

| spent the summer romping around
New York, where | ran into Rachel Kort
‘98 twice in Brooklyn, once with her
husband in tow. Then, after seeing
Emma Kippley-Ogman ‘98 and Sarah
Beller ‘98 at the National Havurah
Institute and my friends’ wedding in
Boston (Emma officiated!), | moved out
to Phoenix, AZ. I'll be clerking here for
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge
Michael Daly Hawkins. It's shaping up
to be a wonderful year, but there are
precious few Bronfmanim out here, so if
you're looking for a home base in driv-
ing distance from the Grand Canyon,
Las Vegas, Sedona, or perhaps the
artist/hippy colony of Bisbee, AZ, don't
be afraid to look me up.

JOSHUA WNUK Still working on

my doctorate in chemistry at Johns
Hopkins University. My research topic
is electron and ion beam induced de-
position processes. | married my wife,
Danica Horrell-Wnuk, on September
1st, 2008, at B'nai Israel Congregation
in Baltimore, MD. We met on j-date
two years ago. Danica is working

on her doctorate in Cellular and
Molecular Medicine at Johns Hopkins
University as well. Bought my first
house and just finished spending the
past year remodeling. Moved in three
weeks before the wedding. Currently
preparing to present my research at
talks in Boston and elsewhere this Fall
with the hopes of finishing my degree
by next summer.

1999 Collected by

Rachel Ann Burstein

With almost a decade gone by since
our Bronfman summer, the class of
1999 is flung far across the country
and the world. ANNIE ROSENZWEIG



wins the award for the furthest from
the States among those who respond-
ed to my plea for class notes submis-
sions. She reports that she will be in
Iraq for the next five months, working
on the upcoming elections and on
civic engagement programs as part of
an embedded Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team in Fallujah city district. After
that, you'll be able to find Annie in
Washington, back at the Pentagon.
REBEKAH HART lives in Montreal with
her husband of one year, Gil-ad Ara-
ma. Gil-ad has become a professional
bread-baker and Rebekah is studying
Hakomi (mindfulness-based, body-
centred psychotherapy). She coordi-
nates a grassroots workshop/speaker
series called the Earth Dialogue, and
teaches workshops in deep ecology

-- helping people uncover their sense
of power to take part in the healing of
our world. She's also applying to do a
MA program in somatic pscyhology or
drama therapy for next year. HANNAH
SARVASY and ELINA SEGAL are both
living on the West Coast. Hannah just
got back from Sierra Leone where she
was part of a research team docu-
menting endangered languages in
coastal fishing villages. When at home
with her husband in Alameda, Hannah
works as a cartoonist. You can see
some of her work at www.hannahsar-
vasy.com. Elina is also happily married
and spends many happy evenings
cuddled up next to her husband in
their Los Angeles home. Elina works
for a real estate developer, where she
enjoys wearing her hard hat. Moving
east across the continent, AARON
ORKIN is living in Thunder Bay, On-
tario, completing a medical residency
in rural family medicine. When he’s not
working, Aaron enjoys canoeing and
is considering embarking on further
studies in the history and philosophy
of medicine and public health. The
next furthest east Bronfman contingent
who sent me replies is in New York.
JOSH FOER is living in Brooklyn with
his wife Dinah, and continuing to write
for National Geographic, Esquire, and
other magazines. Look for his first
book, about the science of memory,
to be published by Penguin Press next
year. MATTHEW GOLDBERG is also
in New York and taking a year off from
his fourth year of medical school to
undertake melanoma cancer biology
research at Mount Sinai School of
Medicine. He recently started road
biking and trying his hand at gluten
free cooking. JOSH PLATT lives far
uptown in Manhattan and works at the
Butler Library at Columbia University
in addition to taking some classes.

He is flirting with entering Columbia’s
MFA fiction program next year. ERIN
SCHARFF is starting her first year of
law school at New York University and
living in Brooklyn after an eventful
summer on the Obama campaign

in lowa. Liz Kilstein and Erin are in

the same section and public interest

program at NYU law school where Liz
has a Root Tilden Kern D'Agostino Fel-
lowship in Women'’s & Children’s Ad-
vocacy. As Liz reports, “we're keeping
the Bronfman love alive downtown.”
She completed a fantastic 14 months
abroad, as a Fellow at the Auschwitz
Jewish Center in Oswiecim, Poland, a
Dorot Fellow in Jerusalem, Israel, and
a backpacker in Central America. Liz,
Erin and RACHAEL WAGNER are all
members of BYFI's alumni advisory
board. Rachael is helping open Lion
Capital’s first New York office and is
pleased to report that the office now
has desks, computers and chairs! On
time off before starting her new job,
Rachael went to the Beijing Olympics
where she became an accomplished
spectator, if not an Olympic contender
herself. In her rare spare time, Rachael
is helping on her mom'’s campaign for
the lieutenant governor in Virginia.
(The campaign website can be found
at www.jodyforva.com.) The BYFI '99
Boston crew approaches the New York
group in size. JOSEPH BERMAN just
moved to Jamaica Plain where he's
been enjoying green spaces nearby,
baking bread and reading fantasy and
kids’ books. With summer over, he's
starting up with his fourth year of rab-
binical school at Hebrew College and
preparing for his first yamim noraim
gig at the Ottawa Reconstruction-

ist Havurah. When he's not studying
and learning, Joseph is involved in
building Jewish-Muslim relations in
the Boston community. LEV NELSON
is also at Hebrew College, beginning
rabbinical school as a Wexner Fellow.
Both Joseph and Lev are excited to
be in reunited with SHARON COHEN
ANISFELD who now serves as Dean of
the Rabbinical School at Hebrew Col-
lege. After a three year stint consulting
at McKinsey and Company, SHIRA
SIMON is also in Boston, pursuing

a joint MD/MBA degree at Harvard
University. She is living in her old col-
lege dorm of Leverett, but this time
as a Resident Tutor. JUDD KESSLER
is doing a PhD in Business Econom-
ics at Harvard University. He studies
worker motivation and effort. He
recently started living part time in Los
Angeles, CA where he is conducting
dissertation research at a small inter-
net start-up. SUSAN PULTMAN just
moved from New York to Philadelphia,
in order to pursue an MSW and an
M.Ed in Human Sexuality at Widener
University. Her goal is to become a
sex therapist, though she still dreams
of opening a juice bar/cafe. When

not at school, Susan is the Director of
Programming and Marketing at The
Collaborative, a social group for Jewish
people in their 20's and 30's. She'd
“love to be in touch with any Bron-
fmanim in Philly!” As for me, I'm living
in Brooklyn (where being a Red Sox fan
is a bit lonely) with my fiancé, Jeremy.
I’'m working on a PhD in American
History at the City University of New

York Graduate Center and teaching two
sections of world history at Brooklyn
College. Invitations are out for anyone
who wants to deliver a guest lecture!

2000

DAVID COHEN | am attending the
Postbaccalaureate Premedical pro-
gram at Bryn Mawr College, studying
science and preparing to apply to
medical school.

HANNAH FARBER | moved to
Berkeley in August to begin a PhD in
American history. I'm still blogging at
jspot.org.

YAKOV FRYDMAN-KOHL Living in
Jerusalem and studying law and phi-
losophy at Hebrew University. Exchange
student at Georgetown Law in Washing-
ton DC for the fall ‘08 semester.

MICHAEL GENSHEIMER | am current-
ly taking a break from medical school
at Vanderbilt to do radiation oncology
research in Boston for a year.

DANNY GREENE | am now living in
San Francisco, working for Current, a
global television network and social
news website founded by Al Gore. |
also recently discovered a third place to
call home (other than the place where |
grew up and Israel): Black Rock City.

ANAT MAYTAL | will be graduating
this year from Boston University School
of Law with my J.D., Concentration in
Litigation and Dispute Resolution. |
plan to move back to New York City to
work as an Assistant District Attorney.

ALICE PHILLIPS | am in the fourth
year of the philosophy Ph.D. program
at Cornell and will probably finish in
2010; my dissertation is on the role of
self-sufficiency in the Stoic conception
of happiness. And my boyfriend (who
was introduced to me, incidentally, by
Michael Gensheimer) and | are plan-
ning to get married next year, after his
conversion to Judaism is complete.

LIBA RUBENSTEIN and MICAH
FITZERMAN-BLUE We just finished
year two in our Los Angeles adven-
ture. Micah is slogging through his first
feature screenplay assignment, and his
production company, 5432 Films, just
wrapped up a new web series. Liba
still runs the non-profit and political
programming on MySpace - with a
torrent of activity around the election.
A litte vacation is long overdue.

ERIC TRAGER | married Alyssa Saun-
ders on May 25th, and we live in Phila-
delphia. | am a PhD Graduate Student
in Political Science at the University of
Pennsylvania.

2001 Collected by Ben Magarik
ELI BRAUN | am working in Cincinnati
for the Ohio Justice & Policy Center,

a criminal justice reform NGO. I'm
"advocating” (exact job description in
process) to improve discharge planning
for mentally ill offenders leaving prison
(e.g., enrollment in Medicaid, disability
benefits, transitional housing). After fin-
ishing at Brown in 2006, | worked for a
medical school bioethics department in
Syracuse, NY and tutored a GED class
at a nearby prison. This past summer, |
indulged myself with a hedonistic (but
low-budget) trek through six countries
in Southern Africa.

ELISABETH COHEN reports: Warren
Tusk and | were married this summer.
We'll be living in Philadelphia for the
next year, while Warren finishes up law
school. I've finished my coursework at
Princeton, and in the next year hope
to pass my general examinations and
begin work on my dissertation. I'm still
studying medieval Arabic poetry, with
secondary interests in medieval Hebrew
poetry and modern Arabic poetry.

MELISSA KORN | have been in New
York City for a little over two years

now, first for grad school (Columbia
Journalism) and now working as a copy
editor with Dow Jones Newswires.

| write headlines on market-moving
equities news and write features about
the intersection of business and educa-
tion (student loans, for-profit colleges,
philanthropy, etc.); definitely an exciting
time to be a business reporter. Busy
with friends, family, and a little freelanc-
ing...life's good.

RACHEL LAUTER | have been working
for the City of New York for the past
two years, most recently as the Senior
Policy Advisor to the Commissioner of
the Dept of Small Business Services. In
my free time, | was one of the primary
organizers of Brooklyn for Barack, the
grassroots organization for the Obama
campaign in Brooklyn. | also founded a
new political organization in Brooklyn,
called New Kings Democrats which
recruits and helps people run for local
elected office. Check out our website:
www.newkingsdemocrats.com. And
finally, | just started at Harvard Law
School - I'm sad to leave New York
(temporarily), but excited for the new
adventure.

NOAM LOCKSHIN | am engaged to
Etta Abramson of Toronto, whom | met
at York University. After graduating from
York with a degree in math in 2007, |
moved to New York where | am work-
ing at Sanford Bernstein as a research
associate in the oil and gas group.

BEN MAGARIK | have been working
for Digital Divide Data, a non-profit
that uses a business model to break
the cycle of poverty in Southeast
Asia. | spend two-thirds of the year
living in the East Village (of NY), and
the other third in Cambodia and Laos.
Life in Cambodia is a pretty wild ride,
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I'd love to have BYFI fellows visit me
while I'm there.

YONINA MURCIANO-GOROFF is
currently on fellowships at Oxford
University, where she is completing her
doctorate on the history of cancer. She
looks forward to returning to Harvard
for her M.D. degree. Yonina is espe-
cially interested in international health
work, and continues to be thankful to
Bronfman for the many lessons that
she learned about global cooperation.

GABRIEL ROSENHOUSE | am living
in Chicago, entering my third year as
graduate student in the Committee

on Neurobiology at the University

of Chicago. My research is, gener-

ally speaking, about how neurons
exchange information - “synaptic
transmission” in the jargon of the field.
More specifically (and jargon-y), I'm
studying the molecular mechanisms

of vesicle fusion at the cell surface
membrane. | hope to have a paper out
within the next year.

ADAM SCHWARTZ | just returned from
a summer of public health research in
rural India to begin my second year of
medical school in New York.

ALEX SHERMAN | am in Boston,
working in architecture for high-end
residential design, working towards my
Professional Accreditation in Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental
Design and completion of the AlA's
Intern Development Program. On the
side, | enjoy riding my bike, running,
rock climbing, volunteering for the
Massachusetts branch of the US Green
Building Council, freelance graphic
design work, sporadic cartooning, and
design competitions.

2002 Collected by Anya Manning
BEN AMSTER since graduating from
Princeton in June 2007, I've been living
in New York City and working as a Man-
agement Consulting for Accenture.

DAVID BACK is trying to start a clean
energy company. He recently moved
to Washington DC.

SANDRA DI CAPUA is living in Wash-
ington, DC, where she works for Joan
Nathan, a cookbook author and food
journalist. In addition, she writes restau-
rant reviews and does freelance consult-
ing for a nutritional consulting firm.

KATE FROMMER is in her second year
of a doctoral program in School and
Child Clinical Psychology at Yeshiva
University. She is currently interning

at a private school in the city, working
with 3-10 year olds.

ABBY FRIEDMAN is living in Boston
and working at the Harvard Public
Health School doing global health
research.

BRONFMAN 2008

TALYA KAGEDAN graduated from
Brandeis last year (and misses it a
lot!). She spent the summer traveling,
including staffing a birthright trip. She
just moved to NYC and started a doc-
toral program in school psychology at
St. John's University.

ANYA MANNING is currently living
in Brooklyn and working as an Insight
Fellow. She will work in three different
New York City Jewish non profits over
the course of two years.

SARAH MARCUS currently lives in DC
and works for The Israel Project. She
just returned from the Republican and
Democratic National Convention.

HANNAH MAYNE is living in Canada,
figuring out the next step.

NAAMAH PALEY recently graduated
from the University of Michigan Hon-
ors College and is now spending her
year on a Dorot Fellowship in Israel.
After studying four years of Arabic in
Michigan, Jerusalem and Cairo, she is
now working on and studying issues of
Arab and Arabic education in Israel.

YONI POMERANZ | am studying in
Jerusalem this year at the Conserva-
tive Yeshiva and beginning a M.A. at
Hebrew University.

NICK RENNER graduated from Duke
and spent last year studying Hebrew at
Ulpan Akiva in scenic, sunny Netanya,
in preparation for starting rabbinical
school at the Reconstructionist Rabbin-
cal College, in the Philadelphia area.
He is currently living in Philadelphia
and has begun his first year at RRC.

KATE ROSENBERG graduated from
Whitman College in Walla Walla,
Washington in May 2008 with a de-
gree in Politics. She now lives in Wash-
ington, DC and works at The Aspen
Institute, a DC based think tank, in the
Energy and Environment Program.

JACLYN RUBIN spent last year
studying at Drisha and this year is
working full time for Mechon Hadar,
an egalitarian yeshiva which provides
resources for independent minyanim.
Hadar has been the recipient of sev-
eral BYFI Alumni Venture Fund grants.

JACOB STOIL just finshed a research
fellowship in Zagreb, Broatia with the
Croatian Ministry of Defence. He also
volunteered as a cantor at one of the
local synagogues. He is currently living
in London.

ALANA WEISS is enjoying San Fran-
cisco life and working in Learning and
Leadership Development at Google.
She got to have lunch with another
Bronfman alum, Matthew Rascoff (BYFI
'96), many times this summer!

2003 Collected by

Anna Hutt Fredman

INESSA AYZENBERG graduated from
Babson College this year and moved
back to Moscow, Russia. She is work-

ing for Renaissance Capital in Moscow.

BEN BOKSER After three years at Yale
studying Ethics, Politics, and Econom-
ics, Ben Bokser is taking a semester

off to participate in Tevel b'Tzedek, a
Jewish/Israeli study and volunteering
program in Nepal. The program’s focus
is on social and environmental justice /
sustainable development. He plans to
return to Yale for a final semester after-
wards and graduate in the spring.

LEAH BRESLOW After four years of
having a go at living in Israel, Leah
Breslow decided it was time to head
back to Canada to finish her B.A. at
York University. She's looking forward
to completing her B.A. in Humanities,
especially since it will be taught in
English!

NERISSA CLARKE just graduated from
Binghamton University with a major in
International Development and minors
in Economics and Business. She is now
living in NYC, working for this coming
year at the Samuel Bronfman Founda-
tion, as the Foundation’s Fellow.

JONATHON FEINBERG recently
moved to Davis, CA, where he is work-
ing for Environment California, trying
to get the state to amend the nation’s
first statewide and industry-wide cap
on global warming. He is considering
pursuing a PhD in Environmental Policy.

RACHEL FIRESTONE graduated from
Wesleyan in May and is excited to be
traveling to India, where she will be
starting to work with Ujjivan, an Indian-
run Grameen-based microfinance insti-
tution in Bangalore. She has wanted to
return to India to do social justice-
based sustainable development work
since her junior year abroad in Varanasi,
India. At Ujjivan, she will be managing
and implementing social programs to
go along with loans, such as public
health seminars, entrepreneurial train-
ing, communication skills training, and
Hindi and English teaching. She is also
hoping to connect with the Jewish
community of Kochin, India.

ELISHA FREDMAN is currently pursu-
ing a double-major in Psychology and
Neuroscience at Brandeis University.
He recently finished a summer of
volunteer experience with the Depart-
ment of Mental Health of Massachu-
setts for young adults with schizophre-
nia. This year he is serving as one of
twelve university Roosevelt Fellows
(academic advisors to underclassmen),
working in a neuroscience research
lab, and leading a weekly student
chavura (study group) about Neviim
Rishonim, the Early Prophets.

ANNA HUTT FREDMAN recently
graduated from Brandeis Univer-

sity, where she studied Psychology,
Hebrew, and a bit of Arabic. She has
begun a master’s program in speech-
language pathology at the Massachu-
setts General Hospital (MGH) Institute
of Health Professions.

PETER GANONG is starting his last
year at Harvard, concentrating in eco-
nomics and math and hoping to do a
thesis on either education or crime. He
spent the past summer doing develop-
ment research in Chennai, India. At the
end of the summer, he and Ben Bokser
'03 traveled around Kerala, where

they were the ninth and tenth men

for Shabbat services at a 300-year-old
synagogue in Kochi. The head of the
synagogue told them all about the
shul’s history, complete with crowns for
the Sifrei Torah given by maharajas in
the 1800s, and they learned about the
Jewish community in India in general.
Leah Jordan | graduated this past May
from the University of Kansas with a
BA in English and minors in History
and French. I've just started my first
year of five in Hebrew Union College’s
rabbinical program. I'm really looking
forward to this first year in Jerusalem
and then to the four years after that
back in the States!

ALANA KINARSKY | have graduated
from Loyola University of Chicago with a
degree in International Relations. Now

I am looking for employment or great
experiences abroad. In the mean time, |
live in Chicago and enjoy the days!

HANNAH SUFRIN After spending the
summer following my college gradu-
ation studying Mandarin in Beijing, |
am now settling into and exploring my
home for the next two years, Guang-
zhou. As a Yale-China Teaching Fellow,
| am teaching courses on famous
American orators and Election 2008 at
Sun Yat-sen University.

NATHAN STALL | just graduated from
McGill this past spring ('08) with a
B.Sc. in physiology. | spent this past
summer working with AJWS in Ghana
on the volunteer summer program.

| just started medical school at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario (UWO)

2004 Collected by

Hannah Kapnik

DANNY COHEN Four years on from
Bronfman, after spending a gap year
as part of the halutzim who founded
the Bronfman Bayit- a year of living in
Jerusalem with Bronfman chevre, filled
with learning, volunteering, Hebrew,
Israelis, exploration and growth- |

am now back in Israel, spending a
semester continuing the cultivation

of my (religious) identity at Yeshivat
Maale Gilboa, a fascinating and color-
ful place, characterized by a wonderful
combination of warmth, openness,



intensity, and sensitivity. At the end of
the semester, I'll return to my beloved
University of Pennsylvania, where I've
spent the past two years meeting peo-
ple, learning, exploring, and growing.
I'm very involved in Jewish life there,
also in the promotion of Academically
Based Community Service, in the cul-
tivation of a cadre of socially-oriented
business students, and in getting to
know all kinds of people. | also spent
last summer founding a project with

a friend called LendForPeace.org, an
online site which allows you to lend
directly to Palestinian micro-entrepre-
neurs to help facilitate the economic
stability needed for peace. In the
longer term future | hope to spend
some time consulting in the social
sector in Israel, though my ultimate
passion and aspiration is to work in
education, through some combination
of the worlds of Judaism and positive
psychology. | look back at Bronfman as
a huge catalyst in my life, forever grate-
ful for the opportunities, worlds, and
relationships to which it's opened me.

BENJAMIN EPSTEIN | am in my
junior year at MIT studying Biological
Engineering, and have spent the past
two summers at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, MN doing research related
to immunology and multiple sclerosis.

DAVID ZVI EPSTEIN | just moved
back to Toronto to finish my degree in
philosophy and religion at the Univer-
sity of Toronto.

HANNAH KAPNIK | am starting my
junior year at Wellesley College, where
I’'m majoring in Art History. Last year, |
was one of the cofounders of the Beit
Midrash at the campus Hillel, for which
| now coordinate weekly learning
sessions. | organize Yamei lyyun/study
sessions for Boston-area students as
an intern for The Center for Modern
Torah Leadership and am the market-
ing director for The Milk and Honey
Press. BYFI has continued to be a
really important part of my Jewish
identity and community.

DANIEL MARANS | am beginning my
junior year at Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore where | am continuing
my studies for a degree in History. |
will be studying in Paris next semester,
where | hope to become fluent in
French. This past semester | interned
at a trademark licensing agency where
I got first hand experience in a niche
corner of the marketing world--and
realized it probably wasn't for me.
Around campus | am the president

of Jews in Greek Life and the Jewish
Identity Chair for my fraternity (AEPI).

I am also the programming director of
the Hopkins College Democrats with
which | will be working avidly to elect
Barack Obama.

ARIEL POLLOCK | am starting out my
junior year of college with a semester
abroad in Cape Town, South Africa. In
addition to having a generally enrich-
ing and amazing experience so far, |
am especially interested in researching
Jewish communities and Jewish life
during the apartheid era. So far my
research is proving to be fascinating
and complex. | also just spent a week
traveling around Namibia, a country |
highly recommend to anyone looking
for an adventure. | would love to meet
up with any Bronfmanim traveling
through South Africa!

MICHAEL POMERANZ | am a senior
at Yale majoring in Religious Studies
and writing a senior thesis on the
intersection of religion and politics,
perhaps in the use of religion in Ameri-
can schools for the purpose of creat-
ing citizens. Last summer | worked for
the American Council of Trustees and
Alumni, a higher education non-profit,
and am seriously considering work

in education policy, either higher ed.
or K-12. | am editor-in-chief of the
BYFI Alumni Venture Fund-supported
Fiat Lux: A Journal of Religion at Yale
(www.yale.edu/fiatlux) and the short-
stop on the Yale Club Baseball team.

ARIEL WERNER | am starting my
Senior year at Brown University, where

| am concentrating in Political Science
and writing an honors thesis on recent
developments in the politics of crime
and incarceration. | lead a group of
Brown women in teaching arts and
writing workshops in Rhode Island’s
minimum- and medium-security pris-
ons, and I'm working with one of my
professors to research the 1993 case of
a man we believe is wrongfully incarcer-
ated here for a murder he did not
commit. I'm also organizing on campus
and in Rhode Island for Barack Obama,
and I've been traveling the Northeast
since last September trying to share the
love. This year | was honored to receive
the Harry S. Truman Scholarship, which
put me in touch with a community of
individuals dedicated to lives of public
service and will help me significantly

as | journey towards law school. I'm
planning to move to New York after
graduating, where my boyfriend just
started NYU Law. | look forward to
taking part in the many New York area
Bronfman alumni activities.

2005

ARIEL FISHER | just got back from
being the counselor on this past
summer’s Bronfman trip. | am now

a sophomore at the University of
Pennsylvania where | am majoring in
Urban Studies.

JORDAN HIRSCH | am now a Junior
at Columbia majoring in Modern
European History. This past spring, |
became editor-in-chief of The Current,
Columbia’s journal of contemporary

politics, culture, and Jewish affairs
(www.columbiacurrent.org). The Cur-
rent is a recipient of a BYFI Alumni
Venture Fund grant. This past summer,
| interned for two months with Dr.
Michael Oren at the Shalem Center,

a regular speaker on BYFI summers
and author of two New York Times
bestsellers.

ELISHEVA GOLDBERG is currently
beginning her sophomore year at

the University of Pennsylvania where
she has decided to double major in
History and Near Eastern Languages
and Civilizations (NELC). Last year she
went on an Alternative Spring Break
trip to Honduras through the American
Jewish World Service where she

helped a group of Penn Hillel students
build a storage facility for sustainable
agriculture. As she calls Seattle home,
she spent the majority of the 2008 sum-
mer there, interning for JTNews, the
Jewish newspaper of Washington state
and taking a class in Ancient Greek
Philosophy at the University of Wash-
ington. She also spent three weeks in
Israel on a Partnership 2000 program

in Philadelphia’s sister city of Netivot
before joining her family for their hik-
ing-filled and stunningly scenic vacation
in glorious Mount Rainier National Park
before returning to Philadelphia. She

is the MASA intern on Penn’s campus
this year in addition to being a member
of Hillel's Education Committee as well
as an active member of many campus
organizations. She hopes to study
abroad next year in an Arabic speaking
country. She would like to wish the en-
tire Bronfman community a Shana Tova
U'Metuka (a good and sweet new year).

MOLLY HOISINGTON | am looking
forward to starting my sophomore year
at Northwestern University this fall.

It will be my first as a member of the
fencing team (sabre squad). | will also
be volunteering in the pulmonary divi-
sion of a local hospital, and will further
explore various majors compatible
with the medical field.

AARON KRIVITZKY | am a senior at
Middlebury College; a dual Philoso-
phy/English major. | just finished con-
sulting and co-writing a Hunter Press
publication: “Educational Opportuni-
ties in Integrative Medicine”. It's a
reference guide to the various career
opportunities in holistic medicine

and the emerging field of integrative
medicine. | am beginning my two
term senior thesis on Existentialism
and Nihilism in Literature. | also just
finished a summer of intensive Hebrew
at Middlebury. My reggae/rock band,
Yuzimi, is on the upturn. http://www.
yuzimi.net/music.html if you want

to listen to a soundboard recording
of our last show. | plan to travel to
Israel in December on family trip. | am
always looking for work in the non-fic-
tion expository writing venue.

YITZ LANDES | am currently finishing
up advanced training as a tank gunner
in the IDF, and will most likely be start-
ing commander training later this fall.
I'm living in Jerusalem, but spending
almost 100% of my time in the desert
at a base twenty minutes north of Elat.

JODI MEYEROWITZ | currently live in
Eugene, Oregon and am in my third
year at the Clark Honors College at the
University of Oregon studying Econom-
ics and Planning, Public Policy, and
Management. As a Freshman Interest
Group Assistant in the Residence Halls,
| co-teach a class about credit and mi-
crolending for first year students, help
them adjust to college, and Residence
Life. As the student board president of
Oregon Hillel, | am often found there
talking with staff, students, planning
programs, and running meetings. | am
extremely passionate about these two
organizations and positions, however
the endeavor that I'm most excited
about is Shomer Achi - a year-long
tzedek and Jewish-identity based pro-
gram that connects Israeli and Diaspora
Jewry - that a friend and | developed
this summer at the PresenTense Insti-
tute in Jerusalem. We're grateful for
the support provided through a BYFI
Alumni Venture Fund grant.

KAITLIN NEMETH Hey everyone! Last
year, | had a Grinspoon Internship for
Israel Advocacy with Hillel Interna-
tional. My focus was on Israel travel
and | organized events such as benefit
concerts and other fun activities, in-
cluding a Jewish and Christian Alterna-
tive Spring Break trip to Israel. After |
completed my internship, | decided to
study abroad in Israel. Currently, I'm
at Tel Aviv University. I'll be back at
Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA
sometime in January.

ARIELA ROTHSTEIN | am entering
my third year at Yale, beginning the
Teacher Preparation Program there,
and continuing on as coordinator of
Community-Based Learning through
Dwight Hall, Yale's Center for Public
Service and Social Justice. I'm looking
forward to meeting all the entering
Bronfmanim, a new POTUS, continu-
ing a Bronfman tradition of support
for New Orleans, and hosting dinner
parties in my new apartment!

MASHA SHPOLBERG I'm currently a
junior at Princeton, studying Compara-
tive Literature in Russian and French,
and getting a “certificate” (Princeton’s
equivalent of a minor) in painting. |
also just got back from a wonderful
summer studying film in Poland and
am seriously considering continuing
on in film studies. For some reason, |
found myself thinking back to Bron-
fman quite a few times during the trip,
particularly during the Jewish cultural
festival in Krakow. | hope everyone's
doing well, and send all my love,
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2006 Contact Nat Gardenswartz
MATEO ACEVES Last year | spent a
semester living in the Bronfman Bayit
and learning in yeshivat eretz hatzvi.

| started at Brandeis University in the
Spring where | returned a few weeks
ago. This summer | interned at Blue-
Star PR, a pro-Israel non-profit in San
Francisco, and attended two AIPAC
conferences, one with the Samuel
Bronfman Foundation.

GABE GREENWOOD lived in Jerusa-
lem for a year with the Bronfman Bayit
and is now a freshman at Princeton.

RIVKAH BLUTSTEIN lived in Jerusa-
lem for a year with the Bronfman Bayit
and is now a freshman at Barnard.

MADELEINE LEVEY lived in Jerusa-
lem for a semester with the Bronfman
Bayit, worked for a semester at home,
and is now a freshman at the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

TOVA NADLER reports: last year

| spent two semesters studying in
Midreshet Lindenbaum, a midrasha
for advance women'’s torah study in
Jerusalem. This year | am a first year at
Barnard College in New York.

JONAH FISHER spent a year at a
Mechina program in Israel. He is now a
freshman at Brown.

NATHANIEL GARDENSWARTZ
This past year, | lived in Jerusalem as
part of the Bronfman Bayit. It was a
phenomenal experience. Now | am a
freshman at Princeton... an exciting
change!

SHANI ROSENBAUM spent a year at
Midreshet Lindenbaum, also known
at Brovenders, in Israel. She is now a
freshman at Brandeis.

EMMA SOKOLOFF-RUBIN | just
started my sophomore year at Yale,
where I'm enjoying taking classes in as
many areas as possible and meeting
new people every day. My days here
include a mix of new and old interests:
I'm still playing clarinet and ultimate
frisbee whenever | can, and I've also
started learning salsa and serving on
the ed board of the undergraduate in-
ternational affairs magazine. | spent the
summer researching race and domestic
violence in Northeast Brazil, a project
that will continue as | incorporate my
research into coursework and magazine
articles this year.

BENAMY YASHAR After an amaz-
ing, life-changing year spent in the
Bronfman Bayit in Israel and traveling
Europe, | am starting my first year

of studies at Stanford University

with focuses on math, science, and
engineering.

BRONFMAN 2008

2007 Collected by Yael Zinkow
After diplomas were finally handed out
in early summer, the 2007 Bronfman
fellows all embarked on their own
separate journeys, beginning the next
important phases in their lives. ELIOT
ABRAMS spent this past summer
staffing the Wheeling, IL Ramah Day
Camp, bringing a bit of the Bronfman
spirit along with him. And this fall, he
is starting at the University of Chicago
as a potential Economics and Philoso-
phy double major, but the school is so
close to home that he plans on return-
ing and spending the High Holidays
with the family. GABE FRIEDEN is at
Princeton where he has eight room-
mates, six of whom are Asian, one of
whom is also named Gabe. He's plan-
ning on studying math or some sort
of science. REBEKAH JUDSON, who
graduated high school in the spring
of 2007 spent the year volunteering
at a public school in the Bronx with
City Year, a non-profit organization
dedicated to improving education in
New York City schools. BEN SCHEN-
KEL was selected as a Presidential
Scholar and spent two weeks traveling
through China and living with host
families while on the Student Leaders
Exchange. Now he starts at Yale.
ANYA VAN WAGTENDONK is also
at Yale, taking wonderful and exciting
classes, meeting incredible people,
and, she reports, “trying to take full
advantage of all the opportunities,
Jewish and otherwise, that come

my way.” ARI ATKINS, also a 2007
graduate, spent the year traveling
around Europe, South America, and
India. JORDAN YADOO is at Cornell
University, where he plans to pursue

a degree in Industrial and Labor Rela-
tions, with a minor in Law and Society.
He spent a week of this past summer
in Washington DC to attend AIPAC's
summer Saban leadership seminar,
which included forums with Senators
Barbara Boxer and Jon Kyl, congres-
sional representatives Robert Wexler
and Mark Kirk, as well as White House
Chief of Staff Josh Bolten. The pro-
gram enhanced his understanding of
the situation in Israel and the Middle
East and developed his skills in the
area of political lobbying. He was also
one of roughly fifty incoming freshmen
to be named a Hunter R. Rawlings IlI
Presidential Research Scholar. As 5769
begins, a good number of the 2007
fellows will head off to some of the
country’s top colleges, including Yale,
Brown, Stanford, and Cornell to pur-
sue degrees in a broad range of fields.
Some of the other fellows will embark
on international adventures. ELIANA
ROBERTS GOLDING and ELYSSA
KAPLAN will spend the year in the
Bronfman Bayit in Jerusalem, studying
and doing community service. EITAN
LEFKOWITZ, NOAH LINDENFELD,
ARIELLE LEWIS, JULIE MEYER, and
HODY NEMES are also returning to
Israel to study in Yeshivah, he starts

Yale in 2009. ISAAC WILDER will par-
ticipate in a cultural exchange by living
with a Maharaja in Udaipur.

2008

Tobah Aukland, Tamar Blanchard, Zach
Bleemer, Briah Cahana, Aaron Clayton-
Dunn, Serena Covkin, Julie Cronan,
Jack deTar, Alana Fichman, Kayla
Foster, Benjamin Friedman, Jacob
Grunberger, Alixandra Heiman Kriegs-
man, Jacob Hutt, Jana Kozlowski,
Rebecca Margolies, Elie Peltz, Andreas
Rotenberg, Daneel Schaechter, Justin
Shechtel, Jake Spinowitz, Shira Telush-
kin, Samuel Telzak, Grace Wallack,
Aaron Weinberg, Olivia Wind

YOZMA

SARA HEITLER BAMBERGER is
currently the Director of the Religion,
Politics and Globalization Program at
UC Berkeley (rpgp.berkeley.edu). She
lives in Berkeley, California with her
husband, Kenneth Bamberger, who is
a law professor at UC Berkeley's Boalt
Hall School of Law, and their three chil-
dren, Max (5), Isaiah (4) and Niva (2).

JUDITH SHAPERO is the Head of

the Department of Jewish Thought at
TanenbaumCHAT. She teachs Jewish
Ethics, History and Women'’s Studies
and is a lecturer in the Religious Stud-
ies and Linguistics departments at York
University. She is living in Toronto and
married to Darren Phillipson with two
children, Marni (6), and Jacob (4).

Send us your updates: ava.charne@byfi.org
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